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CHAPTER I 
THE NATURE AND PURPOSE OF THE INVESTIGATION 


The Home and School Association is a widely-known 
organization generally regarded as being interested in the 
education of children and the schools. While most people 
are aware that the Home and School Association exists, it 
is doubtful whether many have considered the nature or pur- 
pose of the organization. Some persons apparently regard 
the Home and School as a social group mainly concerned with 
bringing parents and teachers together, while others think 
of the Home and School in terms of its activities as a work- 
ing organization. 

Two factors have operated in comparatively recent 
years to bring the Home and School into focus as an organi- 
zation deserving careful study and attention: (1) research 
in child development relating to home-school experiences, 
and (2) the trend toward increased lay participation in the 
Study and solution of school problems. 

Research has pointed out the need for mutual 
cooperation between parents and teachers. A survey of the 
activities in 1757 local units in Illinois was conducted by 


Grebner during a two-year period from 1953 to 1955.1 In 


lLee G. Grebner, "Activities of Parent-Teacher 
Associations in Illinois Designed to Aid Local Schools" 
(unpublished Doctor's thesis, University of Illinois, 1955). 
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summarizing the pertinent literature dealing with the need 
for greater cooperation between parents and teachers, he 
quoted Ojemann and Bristow as follows: 


In addition to the realization that a knowledge of 
the child's home environment is helpful, and by parents 
that a knowledge of child development is needed, there 
has also appeared a recognition of the need of effec- 
tive cooperation between parents and teachers on prob- 
lems of mutual concern. It is not sufficient for 

arents to know how to build the home environment... 

hey_] must also know how to work with the teacher to 
supply: her with the kind of information she needs, to 
get her suggestions as to what experiences to provide 
as a background for the child's school work, and to 
give the school the intelligent support of the community. 
Similarly, teachers are finding that it is not suffi- 
cient merely to obtain information about the child's 
home and community background. There are problems of 
direct cooperation with the parents, such as keeping 
them informed about the child's experiences in school; 
planning ways by which home and school can help the 
child he overcome any difficulties that may exist and 
so on. 


A second factor which has emphasized the poten- 
tialities of the Home and School is the need for and the 
trend toward increased lay participation by citizens in the 
study and solution of school problems. A publication of 
the National Congress of Parents and Teachers stated as 
follows: 

In recent years the organization has increased in 


importance through the development of the public 
school's function in a democracy. The new ideal of 


2R. H. Cjemann and W. H. Bristow, "Parent-Teacher 
Relationships," Encyclopedia of #ducational Research, 
edited by Walter S. Monroe (New York: MacMillan Co., 1950), 
p. 802, cited by Grebner, op. cit., p. 2. 
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the democratic school system implies that the citizens 
of the community have the responsibility not only to 
finance the school, but to participate in determining 
educational goals and objectives. This in turn implies 
that the citizens must have considerable knowledge of 
school procedures and community needs. The parent- 
teacher association has been found the most effective 
means of bringing this necessary information to the 
public served by the schools.3 


I. PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 


The primary purpose of this study is to determine 
the nature and extent of Home and School activities at the 
local level in the Edmonton area. A secondary purpose is 
to analyze and interpret these findings in terms of their 
consistency with certain aims and objectives set forth with 
reference to Home and School activities. 

More specifically, the investigator hopes to answer, 
at least in part, the following five questions: 

1. How many parents and teachers are actively 

engaged in the Home and School at the local 
Lével? 
2. To which areas of Home and School activities do 


members give most attention? 


3National Congress of Parents and Teachers, The 
Parent-Teacher Organization, Its Origin and Development 
(Chicago: The National Congress of Parents and Teachers, 
1944), pe SB. 
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3. Are local activities consistent or inconsistent 
with Home and School objects and policies? 

4. How much influence do local associations exert 
upon the provincial Home and School executive, 
and vice versa? 

5. How much influence do local associations exert 


upon the home, the school, and the community? 
II. THE TYPE OF RESEARCH 


Since no two research undertakings are exactly alike, 
it is difficult to classify the present study in precise 
terms. Rummel stated that "the many classifications of 
types and methods of research are so large and varied-- 
different writers tend to classify methods differently--that 
a neophyte has just cause for confusion. "4 In education, 
such classifications of methods as historical, survey or 
normative-survey, case study, statistical, experimental, 
genetic, and combinations of these and others, are usually 
encountered. In nearly all research it is desirable to use 


several of these types or methods. 


ao, Francis Rummel, An Introduction to Research 
Procedures in Education (New York: Harper and Brothers, 


1958), p. 4. 


Tbid., p. 5. 
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In order to gain insight into the nature and extent 
of local Home and School activities, it was necessary to 
secure background information relating to the Home and 
School movement. In this respect the historical method was 
used. However, since most of the data was collected from 
local units in the Edmonton area, this study can be best 
classified as a survey type of research, and is appropriate 
according to Brehaut's definition: 

Survey research, obtaining its data from an investi- 
gation of conditions as they exist, attempts to des- 
cribe conditions, discover current practices, discover 
relationships or establish norms. 

Brehaut discovered eight types of survey research in 
his analysis of the 574 English education theses that were 
accepted by Canadian universities during the period 1930 to 
1955. His definition of a descriptive survey appears to 
fit the present study: 

Descriptive cross sectional, status or normative 
study; a type of survey which is undertaken to ascer- 
tain HHS present situation within a specified area or 
group. 

The term normative-survey appeared frequently in a 


review of educational literature dealing with methods of 


research. "Such research," according to Good, Barr, and 


Owillard Brehaut, "A Quarter Century of Research in 
Canada" (unpublished Doctor's thesis, The University of 
Toronto, 1958), p. 16. 


"Ibid. 
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Scates, “is essentially a method of quantitative description 
of the general characteristics of the group." The data 
derived from such research are practical because field 
situations are represented, and are usually presented in the 
language of the man in the field.2 Further description of 
normative-survey research by the same authors appeared 
appropriate for this study in the following quotation: 

. people now demand information about present 
activities while that information can still be used to 
guide them in formulating policies and working out plans 
for development in the immediate future.10 

From the foregoing information concerning the types 
or methods of research, the present study can be described 
as a normative-survey with a brief historical background. 

It is not longitudinal, since it covers a period of only one 
year. It is not a comparative survey since little research 
has been done in this field. The sample is small, and 
represents one-fifth of all local Home and School units in 
the Province of Alberta. The data-collecting device was 


one questionnaire which was sent to a responsible person in 


each unit of the survey area. 


Scarter V. Good, A. S. Barr, and Douglas E. Scates, 
The Methodology of Educational Research (New York: Appleton- 
Century-Crofts Inc., 1941), p. 2 


Itbid., p. 291. 10tbid., p. 287. 
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III. LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 


Since the sample was drawn from one geographic 
area within the province, and represents one-fifth of all 
local Home and School units, the results of the survey 
cannot be applied to the Province of Alberta as a whole. 

A further limitation exists because the response to the 
questionnaire was approximately 70 per cent. For this 
reason, the data collected can be applied to the whole 
geographic area only by inference. It was felt, however, 
that a response of approximately 70 per cent was sufficiently 
large so that inference could be drawn with some confidence. 

Another problem usually associated with the ques- 
tionnaire survey is the difficulty of obtaining unbiased 
responses from the recipients. This bias may result from 
the wording of the directions or the questions may be worded 
in a manner which suggests certain responses. To minimize 
the incidence of bias, much of the information sought from 
the respondents was quantitative. 

Further limitations exist because of the nature of 
this particular study. A non-statistical approach was 
utilized in presenting and analyzing the data. While the 
procedures used in compiling and tabulating the data were 


consistent with statistical methods, the data lack the degree 
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of refinement desirable for precise statistical treatment. 

Despite these limitations it is hoped that this 
study may answer the questions suggested earlier in the 
chapter. It is also hoped that findings of value to 
educational workers can be made, and that the data 
accumulated may be of use to other investigators. 

The questionnaire was designed to seek information, 
as objective as possible, from a well-informed and a well- 
qualified member in each of the local units. Where 
possible, the local secretary who served during the 1960-61 
school year was asked to complete the questionnaire. Respon- 
dents were requested to consult local records in order to 
obtain information which was as objective and reliable as 


possible. 


IV. NEED FOR THE STUDY 

Much has been written aocout the role of the school 
in the education of children. However, the public school 
is only one of many institutions responsible for the educa- 
tion of children, not the least of which is the home and the 
church. Each has its own unique potential or primary pur- 
pose; their failure or decline cannot be corrected by the 
transfer of responsibility to the public schools. This 


transfer of responsibility is expressed in the Report of 
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the Royal Commission on Education in Alberta as follows: 


It seems to be a perennial trend of civilized people 
to look to their schools for many things. Are morals 
"lax" in our modern generation? The schools should 
offer character education. Does religious interest wane? 
Let the schools introduce more religion. Is there an 
increase in juvenile delinquency? The schools should 
exercise stricter discipline.11l 


Not only are many things expected of the public 
schools, but certain practices and attitudes tend to under- 
mine their effectiveness, according to the following quota- 
tion from the Cameron Report: 

. . . The somewhat prevalent belief that "the world 
owes me a living" is by no means confined to school- 
leavers of recent vintage. Effort and pride in workman- 
ship are not lacking within the schools only. "Beating" 
regulation and law are widely held to be evidence of 
intelligence. The "public" supports empty entertainment 
in any form, and even the deplorable in the newsstands. 
The urge for frivolity and amusement clearly surpasses 
application to serious thought.1le 

The foregoing suggests that certain undesirable 
influences outside the schools may have adverse effects upon 
the education of children. At the same time, certain desir- 
able influences outside schools may be beneficial to the 


children. Even certain influences within the schools may 


need to be examined in order to determine whether or not 


llprovince of Alberta, Report of the Royal Commission 
on Education in Alberta (Queen's Printer: Edmonton, 
p. 59. Hereinafter, this report will be referred to as the 
Cameron Report. 


l2@tphid., pp. 58-59. 
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they are desirable or undesirable. Parent-teacher organiza- 
tions, by bringing professional educators and conscientious 
parents together in an educational setting, are in a 
position to examine these influences and, in some instances, 
to take appropriate action. These people can, to some 
extent, determine the responsibilities of the home and the 
church, as well as those of the school, in the education of 
children. 

In the United States during the last decade research 
in the relations between school and community has been 
increasing. 

Krietlowt? reviewed the general framework of research 
in school-community relations and pointed out the need for 
more vigorous attack on some of the basic problems related 
to these relationships. He noted two basic assumptions 
which research workers should keep in mind in any study of 
school and community: (1) a close relationship exists 
between school and community; and (2) what happens in the 
school affects the community and what happens in the 
community affects the school. Yeager indicated the type of 
research that is needed: 


The need for greater understanding and cooperation 
in regard to the relationship of the home and the 


Le Burton W. Krietlow, "All We Want Are The Facts," 
Phi Delta Kappan, XXXVI (October, 1954), 37-39. 
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school is apparent. Not only must the function of each 
be clarified and co-ordinated, but opportunities should 
be studied and developed which will ‘(aboas a larger 
measure of cooperative relationship.14 


Parent-teacher organizations, in the opinion of some 
writers, have fallen short of fulfilling their potentialities 
for service to the schools. Whitelaw is among those who 
expressed this point of view: 


The organized school-community relations that have 
developed during the past half century have grown 
around the parent-teacher association or its equivalent. 
Unfortunately parent-teacher associations have fallen 
very far short of the objectives and potentialities they 
have had. It is not fair to indict the whole movement 
« « « but in general, parent-teacher associations have 
been desiccated, formal expressions of some parents who 
would never say die, memorials to the effectiveness of 
some school administrators in sabotaging supebsonad 
relations between the school and the home.1+? 


Other writers have acknowledged the shortcomings of 
Home and School associations while indicating the need for 
research studies which will enable this organization to 
assume its proper role in improving the education and wel- 
fare of children. Ojemann and Bristow cited the lack of 


adequate research as follows: 


» « »« the few studies in home-school cooperation and 
some of the highlights in the historical development of 
the National Congress of Parents and Teachers has 


law, A. Yeager, School and Community Relations. (New 
York: The Dryden Press, 1951), p.119. 


13 John B. Whitelaw, The School and Its Community. 
e 5 ] ee Pprodametnae’ 
(Baltimore: John Hopkins Press, 1951), p. 45. 
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indicated on the one hand that there is a strong 
interest among many parents throughout the country in 
effective home-school cooperation, but on the other 
hand there is very little research to guide them as _to 
effective ways in which this may be brought about.l 


V. DEFINITION OF TERMS 


Alberta Federation of Home and School Associations. 
This is the provincial organization of the Alberta Home and 
School Associations. The Federation was incorporated in 
1948 and a charter was secured from the provincial govern- 
ment. The objects and policies contained within the consti- 


tution are in line with those of the Canadian Federation 


and are subscribed to by all local associations. 


Alberta Home and School News. This paper, published 
five times a year, is the official organ of the Alberta 
Federation. It carries educational articles, news of local 
associations in the Province of Alberta, reports of interes- 


ting provincial events in education, and official announce- 


ments concerning the Federation. 


Canadian Federation or Canadian Home and School and 


rere oe 


Parent-Teacher Federation. These terms refer to the 


national or federal organization of the Home and School 


169 jemann and Bristow, op. cit., p. 805, cited by 
Grebner, op. cit., p. 5. 
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Associations in Canada. In 1927, the Federation began 
functioning as a charter member of the Home and School 
section of the World Federation of Educational Associations. 
The annual meeting of this body is made up of three repre- 
sentatives from each provincial Federation, the Executive 
Committee of the Canadian Federation which includes all the 
provincial presidents, and the life members of the Canadian 
Federation. Decisions at the Canadian level are, therefore, 


controlled by the provincial Federations. 


Canadian Home and School. This magazine, published 
every second month from October to June, is the official 
organ of the Canadian Home and School and Parent-Teacher 
Federation. Each publication consists of forty to fifty 
pages devoted primarily to educational articles of interest 


to the entire Home and School membership. 


Edmonton City or Urban. This refers to all local 
Home and School units in the City of Edmonton and includes 


Jasper Place and Sherwood Park. 


Edmonton District or Rural. This refers to all local 
Home and School units within approximately ninety miles of 
the City of Edmonton. The assistance of the Regional 
Directors and the Alberta Motor Association was obtained in 


selecting the local units for the sample. All cities, towns, 
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and villages within this ninety-mile radius of Edmonton were, 
for the purpose of this study, regarded as Edmonton district 


or rural. 


Handbook. This book, published by the Canadian Home 
and School and Parent-Teacher Federation, is intended for 
the use of all those interested in Home and School affairs. 
More specifically, it serves as a useful guide for the 
officers, committee chairmen and members of the associations 
across Canada. The basic equipment of all local units in 
Alberta usually includes a copy of the Handbook. In the 
present study the following editions were consulted: 1946, 


1956, 1960, and the 1961 Alberta Supplement. 


Home and School. This is a Canadian term that 
generally refers to the national, provincial, and local 


associations of parents and teachers in Canada. 


Home and School movement. This term refers to the 
growth and promotion of home and school activities by 
various individuals or groups in Canada and the United 


States. 


National Congress of Parents and Teachers. This term 


ee 


refers to the national or federal organization of Parent- 


Teacher Associations in the United States. 
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Parent-Teacher Association or PTA. This is an 
American term that generally refers to the national, state, 
and local associations of parents and teachers in the United 


States. 

Provincial Executive. This is the governing body of 
all local Home and School associations in the Province of 
Alberta. The Board of Directors is elected at the Annual 
Home and School Conventions. All local associations in the 
province have nominating and voting privileges at this 
Convention. 

Regional Director. This is a person who has the 
responsibility of performing certain administrative and 
supervisory duties over a zone made up of local Home and 
School units within a designated geographic area in the 


Province of Alberta. 
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CHAPTER II 
THE RESEARCH DESIGN 


During the 1960-61 school year the Alberta Federation 
reported that there were approximately 596 local Home and 
School units in the Province of Alberta and that the total 
membership of these units was slightly more than 26,000.1 

This particular study sampled approximately one-fifth 
of the local units in the province. The survey area covered 
all local units within approximately ninety miles of the City 
of Edmonton, but excluded all local units within the city 
itself. At the same time, Tom McKendrye sampled all local 
units within the City of Edmonton, ina similar study. The 
questionnaire items used in each study were identical, but 


the tabulation and analysis of data were done independently. 
I, SELECTION OF THE SAMPLE 


With the exclusion of the City of Edmonton and the sub- 


urbs of Jasper Place and Sherwood Park, the survey area covered 


lthis information was given by Mrs. R. V. McCullough, 
who was president of the Alberta Federation during the 1960- 
61 school year. These figures are approximate because the 
bes aaa that housed the membership records burned down in 
19 pa 
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all known local units within approximately ninety miles of 
the City of Edmonton. A total of seventeen school divisions 
and counties in Central Alberta were within all, ora 
portion of, the survey area. These school divisions and 
counties are listed in Appendix D. With the assistance of 
the Regional Directors and the Provincial Secretary of the 
Home and School, the mailing addresses of these local units 
were obtained. In February, 1962, a total of 118 
questionnaires were mailed out, each questionnaire accompanied 
by a covering letter, a self-addressed envelope, and 
sufficient return postage. One month later, a follow-up 
letter was sent to each local association that did not return 


its questionnaire. 
II. THE QUESTIONNAIRE 


To facilitate the tabulation and analysis of the 
returns, the questionnaire was divided into twelve sections. 
Bach section sought specific information concerning a parti- 
cular phase of Home and School activities. Each of the 
twelve sections is identified by a Roman numeral, the first 
section preceded by the number I, the second section by the 
number II, and so on. The type of information that was 
sought in each section is described as follows: 

Section I: General organization, including member- 


ship, number of meetings, and 
attendance. 
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Section 


IIT: Nature and extent of study groups. 


Section III: Membership participation in group 


Section 
Section 


Section 


Section VII: 


activities. 


Social activities. 


V: Planning the year's program, 


including regional conferences, 


18 


Local interest in association affairs 


conventions, resolutions, Home and 
School newsletters, magazines, etc. 


Influence exerted by local associations 


on the schools, School Boards, and 


the Department of Education. 


section VIII: How funds were raised and spent. 


Section 
Section 


Section 


IX: Local publicity. 
X: Opinions concerning local problems. 


XI: Program activities and topics. 


Section XII: Questionnaire respondents. 


In Chapter IV the tabulation and interpretation of 


data are presented under twelve headings, referring to the 


twelve sections of the questionnaire. 


ks 


RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNATRE 


Eighty-four of the 118 questionnaires sent out were 


returned. Seventy-three respondents answered 80-100 per 


cent of the questionnaire items; nine respondents answered 


20-80 per cent of the items, and two were returned with 


less than 20 per cent of the items completed. In addition 
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to the questionnaire responses, nine local units sent useful 
but unsolicited material with their returns. Five units 
sent invitations to attend local meetings and fifty-nine 
units invited the investigator to examine their local 
records. Response to the questionnaire survey indicated a 
reasonably high degree of interest and a willingness to co- 


operate as much as possible. 


IV. TABULATION OF THE DATA 


All returned questionnaires were used in tabulating 
the responses to the questionnaire items. For each of the 
twelve sections already described in this chapter, approp- 
riate tables were constructed. These tables appear in 
Chapter IV. Tabulated questionnaire items were arranged 
according to the rank-order method. Generally speaking, 
the arithmetic mean was used to indicate central tendency 
in the tabulation of quantitative data, and percentages 


were calculated for the purpose of making comparisons. 
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CHAPTER IIT 
RELATED LITERATURE 


In this chapter the summary of the literature is 
presented in three parts: Background of the Home and School 
Movement, Articles Dealing with Local Activities, and Re- 


lated Studies. 
I. BACKGROUND OF THE HOME AND SCHOOL MOVEMENT 


Early history. A review of the American literature 
revealed that interest in parent-teacher relationships in 
the United States developed gradually since the middle 
1800's. It was then that kindergartens began to be estab- 
lished. From the beginning these new schools stressed the 
importance of the classroom teacher's knowing the child's 
home and parents, particularly the mother. Teachers! visits 
in the homes, and Mothers! Clubs were commonly accepted as 
integral parts of any well-established kindergarten. These 
developments, however, had little appreciable affect on 
procedures in elementary schools. Generally speaking, most 
people assumed that the school knew its business and should 
be left alone to attend to it. 

In the late 1800's the child study movement began to 


gain impetus. In 1897 the National Congress of Parents and 
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Teachers was established to bring parents and teachers to- 
gether for consideration of their mutual interests. Almost 
immediately, it sought to gain influence and recognition by 
organizing at the national, state and local levels. [In 
describing its early development, a former president of the 
National Congress of Parents and Teachers wrote as follows: 
It is important that the National Congress was 
founded as a national organization to enable us to 
influence national affairs affecting children. It is 
important that immediately after its founding, state 
branches were organized and local groups brought in, 
so that state action and local action could be taken 
for children's welfare.l 
Another feature of this organization during its 
period of early development was the nature of its member- 
ship. Two women, Mrs. Theodore Birney, with her organiza- 
tional ability, and Mrs. Phoebe Hearst, with her financial 
Support, are, according to Grebner, usually regarded as 
the founders of the PTA movement.é 
The membership consisted almost entirely of mothers 
and their attendance at some of the initial meetings was 
surprising, particularly in the urban centers.3 The follow- 


ing reason was given for the appearance of women in public 


affairs: 


1Rollin Brown (Mrs.), "Memo to Local Presidents," 
National Congress Bulletin, Vol. 25, No.4, December, 1957 
Chicago: National Congress of Parents and Teachers}, Da ake 


€Grebner, op. cit., p. 19. 3Ibid., p. 20. 
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In the general social scene women were beginning to 
find their way out of the kitchen, thanks to the grow- 
ing recognition of women's rights and a few early 
improvements which had begun to ease the household 
drudgery .4 

Early in this century professional literature on 

teacher training showed little attention to individual 
differences and only a beginning on scientific studies of 
the learning process. By the 1920's, however, the child 
development movement gained impetus when Thorndike, Wood- 
worth, and other eminent psychologists came forth with 
studies of the learning process. The Binet tests brought 
awareness of the frequent difference in chronological and 
mental ages and the studies of Lewis Terman brought further 
understanding of individual differences in relation to 
school performance. These developments, according to Dr. 
Stout, Dean of Arizona State College, emphasized the need 
for parents and teachers to establish work relationships 
that would make possible the exchange of information and 
the discussion of children's learning. ? 


Scientific studies of how children grow and develop 


became a field of study in the 1920's. Literature in this 


4eolden Jubilee History (Chicago: National Congress 
of Parents and Teachers, TOUT}, pe 1G. 

Irving W. Stout and Grace Langdon, Parent-Teacher 
Relationships (Washington: Department of Classroom Teachers, 
Educational Research Association, National Educational 
Association, 1958), pp. 3-4. 
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field-has shown that a child functions as a whole, with all 
his experiences both in and out of school being interrelated 
and affecting his behavior and learning. Consequently, 
close relationships between parents and teachers were con- 
sidered necessary for a better understanding of children. 
Planned interviews, classroom visits, and other activities 
designed to bring parents and teachers together, were 
encouraged by the National Congress of Parents and Teachers. © 

The foregoing influences indicate the main factors 
that brought parents and teachers in the United States into 
close working relationships during the first quarter of this 
century. More recent influences, relating to the present 
activities of the Home and School are discussed later in 
this chapter. 

Very little literature dealing with the early history 
of the Home and School movement in Canada was found. [In all 
likelihood the kindergarten movement and the organization of 
PTA's in the United States influenced parent-teacher rela- 
tionships in Canada during the latter part of the nineteenth 
century. One account stated that the Home and School move- 


ment in Canada originated in Baddick, Nova Scotia, in 1896. 


©tpid., p. 4. 


THandbook--1961 Supplement (Calgary: Alberta Federa- 
tion of Home and School Association, 1961), p. 7. 
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This province was likely influenced by the first nation- 
wide meeting of the National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers in the United States, which, according to Grebner, 
was widely publicized in 1896.8 Generally speaking, how- 
ever, the Home and School movement in Canada did not 
develop into a nation-wide organization until 1927.7 
Preliminary work towards a national organization had 
been done by the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
associations in 1922, and by the British Columbia Parent- 
Teacher Federation in 1923. Several difficulties were 
encountered, which are described by Lampard as follows: 
Setting out without any financial backing whatever, 
and with no centre of operation and no equipment, the 
problems would appear insurmountable. Before 1927, 
only a few associations were operating in scattered 
parts of the great expanse of Canada. What little 
centralization existed was found in but three provinces, 
far apart, and unacquainted with the work each was 
doing. No funds were available to promote national 


organization or to send representatives from one 
province to another. 


The Home and School Movement in Alberta. The 


eee eee 


Province of Alberta made significant contributions towards 


Sgrebner, Oop. cit., Pp. 20. 


91956 Handbook (eighth edition; Toronto: Canadian 
Home and School and Parent-Teacher Federation), p. 75. 


lOporothy Lampard, "Home and School in Education," 
Canadian Education Today, edited by Joseph Katz (Toronto: 
McGraw-Hill Company of Canada, Ltd., 1956), p. 67. 
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the organization and early development of the Home and 
School on a national basis. In 1927 the Home and School 
section of the World Federation of Educational Associations 
met in Toronto with representatives from many lands. 
Canadian representatives from Alberta, British Columbia, 
and Ontario were present, and during this conference the 
Canadian Home and School and Parent-Teacher Federation came 
into being. Dr. G. W. Kirby of Calgary served as its first 
president and held this position until 1938. Another rep- 
resentative from Alberta, Mr. G. F. Bruce, served as presi- 
dent from 1952-1954.1+ 

Home and School activity began in Alberta in 1913. 
In that year a small group of mothers and teachers formed 
a Mothers! Club in Connaught School, Calgary. Within a few 
years there were nineteen similar clubs in Calgary. [In 
order to deal more effectively with matters of common con- 
cern, these clubs banded together and formed the Calgary 
Parent-Teacher Conference. 
By 1929 the Home and School movement had spread 

throughout the province, and the Alberta Federation of Home 
and School Associations was organized. Dr. G. W. Kirby, 


president of the Canadian Federation, also served as the 


111956 Handbook, op. cit., p. 75. 
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first president of the Alberta Federation. Mrs. A.M. Curtis, 
the organizer of the Connaught group, was the first secre- 
tary. Both of these early workers in Home and School are 
remembered by scholarships bearing their names: the provin- 
cial Dr. Kirby Scholarships, and the Calgary Council Curtis 


Awards.1© 


IIT. PUBLIC ASSESSMENT OF THE HOME AND SCHOOLS 


Public assessment of the PTA in the United States 
and the Home and School in Canada is often expressed in 
many ways. According to a former PTA president in Ohio, 

: the PTA has been alternately praised and 
censored; lauded as an invaluable aid and declaimed as 
an interference or, at best, a nuisance; immortalized 
in story, poem and song, and good naturedly ridiculed 
in jokes and after dinner speeches.1 

Generally speaking, the articles that are most 
critical of the Canadian Home and School usually are found 
in popular magazines. A typical article appeared in 
Chatelaine magazine in December, 1955, and was reviewed in 


the official publication of the Canadian Federation of Home 


and School as follows: 


12 sandbook--1961 Supplement, op. cit., p. 7. 


l3 Mary Schloss, "The PTA--A Bridge Between Home and 
School, "The National Elementary Principal, Thirty-sixth 
Yearbook of the National Elementary Principal, September, 
1957 (Washington: Department of Elementary School Prin- 
cipals of the National Education Association), p. 248. 
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According to Chatelaine magazinets November issue, 
if Home and School is to continue to grow it must 
decide whether it is to be a "Ladies Aid" type of 
association, or a group of parents and teachers working 
together to educate their children, Originally, Home 
and School was a pioneering organization. It struggled 
to gain recognition and to get such things as badly- 
needed school supplies. Its most important feat was 
bringing parents and teachers together. Now there is 
too much bridge and euchre, says its critics. Young 
parents want a realistic programme--not inappropriate 
talks on "How to plant shrubs in your garden." Critics 
ask why Home and School has not spoken out on the 
hottest educational issue of the day, such as the 
shortage of teachers. They claim it has not made it- 
self heard by the public at large, and that it has not 
even aroused the lively concern of its own members. 

One of the main criticisms of Home and School is the 
way it raises money. Are the bean suppers, turkey 
raffles, card parties and fairs a "crude shakedown?" 
"Yes," answer many citizens, and add that public funds 
should pay for equipment. If Home and School is to 
strengthen its organization, it must re-examine the way 
it raises--and spends--its money. It needs some new 
concept of its function. It should rediscover some of 
the old ones that gave the movement life.+4 


The criticism of the Home and School, according to 
some writers, is characteristic of our system of education 


in a democratic society. Sykes outlined three areas of 
conflict that account for poor parent-teacher relationships: 


First, in a specialized socialization in an indus- 
trial society, children learn factual beliefs which 
differ to a greater or lesser extent from those of 
their parents. 


Second, conflict tends to arise between parents and 
teachers in so far as the system of values and norms 
inculcated by the schools is different from the system 
of values and norms held by the parents. 


LanProm the Magazines," Canadian Home and School 
(Toronto: Official Magazine--The Canadian Home and School 
and Parent-Teacher Federation, Incorporated, December, 1955), 
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Third, the school system is a bureaucracy. Parents 
will tend to demand preferential treatment for their 
children. Every bureaucratic organization is, of 
course, subjected to demands of privilege, and defends 
itself more or less successfully. In the case of the 
schools, however, as possible agencies, these demands 
are particularly difficult to evade, Sei ealaget et of 
conflict if denied, and dangerous if granted,1 
Not infrequently, it is the "little things" that 
contribute to poor parent-teacher relationships, according 
to Osborne .t© In some homes he stated that there is neither 
the time nor the money available to meet the demands for 
additional expenses, such as books, class dues, parties, 
gymnasium outfits, or laboratory charges. He observed that 
homework requirements are a common source of misunderstand- 
ing and hostility. He said that some parents know only 
the outworn procedures of an earlier generation and refuse 
to understand the values of modern practices. Even the 
question of discipline may, in some instances, cause con- 
siderable confusion and uncertainty for both parents and 
teachers. He illustrated ways in which children can pro- 


voke disputes between the home and school. In his con- 


cluding remarks Professor Osborne urged parents and teachers 


15g, M. Sykes, "The PTA and Parent-Teacher Conflict," 
Harvard Educational Review, XXIII (Spring, 1953), p. 87. 


léparnest Osborne, The Parent-Teacher Partnership, 
(New York: Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, 
Columbia University, 1959). 
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29 
to seek ways of making clear their difference of opinion 
and try to understand one another's position. With im- 
proved parent-teacher relationships there is a real possi- 
bility that new and better practices will follow.17 

Some of the new and better practices that could 
follow improved parent-teacher relationships are suggested 
by this quotation: 

Public schools are the most effective instruments 

for bringing together a community's tremendous human 

and material resources, for the public school is the 
only agency left in this country today that can reach 

a true representation of all people of its community. 

By showing them how to live together at the local level 
and by putting them in touch with the community resour- 
ces that can help to solve their problems, the community 
school can clear the wey for city, state, national, and 
international harmony. 

Although Hymes viewed with some apprehension the 
conflicts that arise between parents and teachers, he 
offered a sound, practical guide to the principles and prac- 
tices of working closely together in effective cooperation. 


In his book, Effective Home-School Relations,19 he observed 


that “conflict is always distressing, but it can be useful, "0 


17O0sborne, op. cit., pp. 2-4. 


18160 E. Buehring, "New Pattern: Community Schools," 
The Nations Schools, Vol. LXI, No. 1 (January, 1958), 
pp. 35-36. 


19 james L. Hymes, Effective Home-School Relations, 
(New York: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1953). 


20Ibid., preface, p.vV. 
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After a review of the material on home-school relations, he 
concluded that the classroom was in a key position in the 
development of these relationships.@ 

Two items of research dealing with public appraisal 
of home-school relationships were found. Grebner reported 
that one of the first large-scale polls of citizens was 
conducted by Crosby and Proud in Michigan. From a state- 
wide sampling representing all types of communities, their 
findings were reported as follows: 


a. The public is invariably fair in its judgments 
and generous in its praise. 


b. Parents and other citizens who are negatively 
critical represent a small though often 
times vocal minority. 


c. The people of the state are much more liberal in 
their willingness to finance a good school 
program than the boards of education and 
school administrators believe. 


d. The public places its highest value on the sub- 
jects that will tend to train the individual 
to earn a living. 


e. The public is not getting the kind of news it 
most wants,about the schools from its local 
newspaper. 


In the Province of Alberta, Worth analyzed the 


2linid., pp. 222-22h. 


220tis A. Crosby and Philip J. Proud, "What Citizens 
Really Think About Schools," Nations Schools, Vol. LII 
(November, 1953), pp. 61-63, cited by Grebner, op. cit., 
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editorial treatment of education in six daily newspapers. 
With reference to the Home and School, he discovered that 
these newspapers regard home and school associations as 
having as their primary purpose the education of parents 
about the schools, and for that reason are whole-heartedly 


3 


endorsed.* 
Lil. RELATED STUDIES 


The first extensive study of local parent-teacher 
associations was conducted by Butterworth during the years 
1924-26. In his book, The Parent-Teacher Association and 


Its Work, 2" he reported on the activities, the objectives, 


and the organization of 797 local units in nine states of 
the United States. He was concerned about the unfavourable 
attitude of many school administrators and teachers to the 
then young parent-teacher movement, and felt that a thorough 
evaluation was necessary to correct this attitude, if it 
were wrong, and also as a preliminary step towards the 


25 


improvement of the association. 


e3walter E. Worth, "An Analysis of the Editorial 
Treatment of Education in the Alberta Press" (unpublished 
Master's thesis, The University of Alberta, 1952), p. 148. 


24 vulian E. Butterworth, The Parent-Teacher Associ- 
ation and Its Work, (New York: The MacMillan Company, 1929) 


2 Butterworth, op. cit., pp. 1-7. 
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He reached the following conclusions with regard to 

the parent-teacher associations as a whole: 

le (They gave more attention] to topics and activities 
dealing with adult and community problems than 
was desirable. 

2. They did not attempt to influence school 
officials to such a degree that it constituted 
interference in school control. 

3. They devoted too much attention to (a) entertain- 
ment, and (b) providing funds, with a conse- 
quent under-emphasis of other functions. 

4. They gave too little attention to (a) studying 
the educational needs of the community, and 
to (b) educating the community to an under- 
standing of the school program. 

Grebner discovered that Burgard had rated a number of 

PTA'ts in Pennsylvania according to high, medium, or low 
efficiency.*’ He reported that Burgard found that one 
characteristic of high efficiency groups was that the pro- 
grams were planned for the year, while the low efficiency 
groups prepared their program from month to month .“® 

In the United States during the last decade research 


in the relations between school and community has been 


26Ipid., p. 76. 


27Karl H. Burgard, "Characteristics of Principal 
Officers of PTA's of Pennsylvania in Relation to the 
Efficiency of the Association" (unpublished Doctor's thesis, 
ee, of Pittsburgh, 1940), cited by Grebner, op. cit., 
p. O4. 
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increasing. The correspondence method of collecting infor- 
mation by the use of personal letters and questionnaires 

has become quite popular. Williams©? coneluded that 

parents and teacher questionnaires on school-community 
relationships were valid for the purpose of studying school- 
community relationships since they provided the same material 
that was obtained by study of the school-community situation 
itself. The school-community interactions studied were 
reported as follows: (a) how the school provides oppor- 
tunities to learn about the school, (b) how the school feels 
about the community, (c) how the school supports the 
community, (d) how the school uses the community, (e) how 
the school provides opportunities for the community to 
participate in the development of educational program and 
policy, (f) how the community provides opportunity to learn 
about the community, (g) how the community uses the school, 
and (i) how the community provides opportunities for the 
school to participate in community life.2° 


Bucker?+ used the questionnaire method with a 56 per 


2opaul P. Williams, "Techniques for Studying Certain 
School-Community Relationships," Review of Educational 
Research, Vol. XXV, No. 4 (October, 1955), p. 304. 


3 eabb W. Bucker, "Community Activities of Elementary 
School Principals of Pennsylvania," Review of Educational 
Research, Vol. XXV, No. 4 (October, 1955), p. 304. 
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34 
cent return out of 1188 cases and a follow-up interview of 
5 per cent of the respondents in an effort to determine the 
nature of community activities of elementary school princi- 
pals of the public schools in Pennsylvania. He concluded 
that the teaching load makes little difference in the time 
principals spend on community activities. He reported that 
the laissez-faire attitude of principals and the lack of 
whole-hearted encouragement by school boards limited the 
use of school facilities. 

Very little research dealing with the activities of 
local Home and School Associations in Canada was discovered. 
None of the 574 English education theses that were accepted 
by Canadian Universities during the period 1930-1955, and 
analyzed by Brehaut ,?* dealt with Home and School matters. 
Nor did the titles to these 574 theses, which were listed 
in Brehaut's study, indicate that Home and School research 
had been done in Canada.?? 

In 1959 the Report of the Royal Commission on 
Education in Alberta was completed. Popularly known as 
the Cameron Report , 34 this major research project under- 


took to assess the present system of education in Alberta. 


32Brehaut, op. cit. 33Ibid., pp. 120-165. 


34The Cameron Report, op. cit. 


ae 


to woivretnat eile s bos eeeso ent to ioe rset 
ens enmtwrs¢sb o¢ t10otte ns ni etnebnoceet ons 40 onan e 
-fonina Lootioe yisdnemele to ectdividos ytinummoo to: nn rie 

bebulonos oh .sineviyenned at eloorse ol fduq eng toe ‘84 


smid odd nt sonotsttth efvatt eeaam bsol antdssed ent dade 
as me : 


- 


jsdt bestoqet oh .eettivisos ytinummoo mo bneqe ele 
to. Xosl ort bas eleqtoninxg to sbuditss ettel-seeeiel ¢ = 
odt bodimtl ebgod footioe yd tnomenstyoone - bedteodselor 

| .eoitil tos? Lfooroe toe 

to eaistivitsos odd dtiw anhisob doteeeot slttil yteV = : 
betevocetbh ssw sbsas0 at enotéeiooseA Looroe bas emon re 5h! 
bedqaccs stow Jedd eovedd notisoubs detignd av? sft doe non 


bap ,e@eOf-Of0L botteq edd antwb eels tetevinU nef BOYS 


-etedtem L[ooroe bas emoH ddiw tiseb S€. tuste td! yd vt 18 
beteil otow dotdw ,eseedd AV seedt ot eoldiz odd bib 


ou 
dotesest [oodod bas omoH tedd odsothnt ,ybude e%s | 
Cf cbensd nt 9nob — bed 

(fo motestmmod LeyoH edt Bo gxoged ads eeet oa 


» : 

es nwommt yinrefuqod -.betelqmos esw eived iA ai £ iS 
-“tebay sosforg Horee 29% totem eids at, -droqest ¢ mos 

ssdtsdiA ni noktsoube to megeye sheeetq orld exeees oF ac | 


: ; = | a 


201-081 .qq_, beret | BBB G0 tuna | 
«IPD sO 4 - oe 
7 4% ee 


_ - 


39 


Although the report made frequent reference to educational 
research in many fields, no reference was made to research 
that dealt with Home and School matters, despite the fact 
that briefs were submitted from twenty-four Home and School 
Associations. 

In 1960 the Canadian Federation of Home and School 
Associations reported that they had completed a survey of 
1500 Canadian families. Although brief reference to this 
project was sometimes discovered in articles dealing with 
family matters, the investigator was unable to obtain a 
complete account of the findings. 

At present, Tom McKendrye of the University of 
Alberta is conducting a survey and analysis of local Home 
and School Associations in the City of Edmonton. A province- 
wide survey of local units, sponsored by the Alberta Federa- 
tion and under the direction of Dr. R. L. James of the 
University of Alberta, was undertaken in 1962, Data were 
collected through mailed questionnaires, and results of the 
survey, as reported by the Edmonton Journa13® at the time 
of this writing, indicated that the survey was concerned 


primarily with the characteristics of local memberships. 


35Ibid., pps 461-465. 


36"Report Types HSA People," news item in the Edmonton 
Journal, April 25, 1963. 
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36 
The most recent study dealing with the activities of 
local Parent-Teacher Associations in the United States was 
completed by Grebner in 1955.37 He used the questionnaire 
method to find out the activities of 1757 local associ- 
ations in Illinois. In his study Grebner set forth three 
purposes: 
~ « « (1) to discover the facts concerning present 
activities of local PTA'ts in Illinois; (2) to analyze 
and interpret these facts and the generalization drawn 
from them in terms of their consistency with PTA objec- 
tives; (3) to determine the extent to which objectives 
of the PTA movement are being realized, to suggest 
areas of needed revision or greater emphasis, and to 
make general recommendations for the improvement of 
PTA activities.3 
For his study Grebner used a random sampling of 
local PTA units in Illinois. Although he found that a wide 
variation exists in the number and kinds of activities in 
the sample studied, he reported that his conclusions apply 
generally to all local PTA units in Illinois. dHis con- 
clusions, as stated in Dissertation Abstracts, are found 
in Appendix C of this study. 
IV. SUMMARY 


Among the many influences that have contributed to 


the early growth of the parent-teacher organizations in 


37Grebner, Oop. cit. 
38crebner, op. cit., pp. 176-177. 
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the United States, the following appear to be most evident: 
(a) the kindergarten movement, (b) concern for the health 
and welfare of children in urban areas, (c) the desire for 
a strong organization that can effectively press for educa- 
tional reforms, (d) the emancipation of women, and (e) new 
insights into the learning process of children. 

Similar influences appear to have contributed to 
the growth of the Home and School movement in Canada. As 
early as 1896, the kindergarten movement and the organi- 
gation of PTA'ts in the United States initiated Home and 
School activity in Nova Scotia. By 1927 the Home and School 
movement in Canada had developed into a nation-wide organi- 
zation. 

Home and School activity began in Alberta in 1913 
when the first Mothers' Club was formed in the City of 
Calgary. In 1929 the Alberta Federation of Home and School 
Associations was formed with Dr. G. W. Kirby, president of 
the Canadian Federation, serving as the first president of 
the Alberta Federation. 

Much of the literature that reflected public assess- 
ment of the Home and School was critical of parent-teacher 
associations. In Canada, the most critical articles were 
found in popular magazines. Articles by professional 
educators usually acknowledged the shortcomings of parent- 
teacher associations but at the same time, these articles 


usually pointed out the advantages of closer parent-teacher 


TE 
:gnebive dzom ad og nwaqge gnitwol tot esis ouaialae 
dilsed oft 10% mreonoo (d) .taemevom visa it) 
sol atkasb att (9) ,essrs medi mt setbLido to 
-soube toi sesiq ylovidosiie néo ceds aolvesinsato yieas: 5 
won (9) bas ,comow to motgsqionsme ods (bd) <omtotet Lenore * 
-retblinos to Beessotg gninisel ond oat eddgtent 

ot betudixdacs ever ot tseqqs eeoneulint toLimte 
eh .sbens) at dere ttevom, Loodsé bas somo edd to idworg, eds 
-Insg10 etd bas Jnemevon sovtsaxebnia eid ,OCBL es ylise 
bas omoH besckdinr eetese bedinv ‘eid ni e'ATd to aotses 
Loose bane smoK sit SSCL ya .ersooe svow mt ysividss Loonoe 
-inegiro obtw-notisn 6 odmt begoloveb bem ‘sbsns0 nr dnsnevom 
ELL mt etredlA nt aeged YSividos Loose bas emo! 
to ystd ons mt bemrot es6w dud ‘etodsoM texkt odgnbdw 
foodo€ bans smoH lo motdsisbed so1redIA ons ESel - “rented | 
to dnebiearq vote .W .D .1d ddiw beanot esw embed 


to tnebteerg serlt oft ea gaivise ,notservshed . 
stoldst9ebet err ts 

-ae0e28 oilduq bodoeltor gent siudsiedkl ent a ts 

tsdosed-dne1sq to isolsito esw Looroe bre emoH edd te | Sines : 
etew aolotius [eotdtio teom ens net ol 

fenoleestoxg: yd 2elotstA +89 


~jasteq to agnimoodronde’ edd sichediimanton 


eololsis seats coms omse odd 28 dud em 


rere 


i< D a 


asiosed-tnetsq iseofo to eoasduey 


_—, 


rv a> 


38 
relationships, and some of them offered worthwhile sugges- 
tions for improvement. A few writers were lavish in their 
praise of the parent-teacher movement, firmly convinced 
that Home and School associations can do much to improve 
the education of children. 

Some of the research dealing with school-community 
relationships that is useful for this study has been 
briefly discussed in this chapter. Two early studies in 
the United States--Butterworth's survey of local PTA 
activities in nine states, (1928), and Burgard's rating of 
PTA officers in Pennsylvania (1940)--are related to the present 
investigation. A more recent related study, which was 
completed by Grebner in 1955, reported on a survey of local 
PTA units in Illinois. Grebner's conclusions are stated in 
Appendix C of this study. 

A survey and analysis of local Home and School units 
in the City of Edmonton, under the direction of Tom McKen- 
drye of the University of Alberta, is in progress. A 
province-wide survey of local Home and School units, under 
the direction of Dr. R. L. James of the University of 
Alberta, was done in 1962 at the request of the Alberta 
Federation. The complete results of the latter survey 


were not available at the time of the writing of this report. 
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CHAPTER IV 
PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA 


A total of 118 questionnaires were sent out and 
eighty-four were returned. Seventy-three respondents 
answered all, or nearly all, of the questionnaire items. 
Many factors may have contributed to the respondent's 
failure to answer all questionnaire items: the length of 
the questionnaire (twelve pages); the lack of information 
from the local records; inability to understand or 
interpret certain questionnaire items; and a reluctance 
to reveal information that could give an unfavorable 
impression. However, the fact that seventy-three respondents 
made an attempt to answer all questionnaire items in- 
dicated a reasonably high degree of interest and enthu- 
Siasm in the survey. Nine respondents contributed aaditiviu- 
al remarks relevant to Home and School affairs and these 
remarks were taken into consideration. 

To facilitate the tabulation and analysis of the 
returns, the questionnaire was divided into twelve sections. 
Each section was preceded by a Roman numeral and sought 
certain information concerning a particular phase of local 
Home and School activities. The type of information sought 
in each section of the questionnaire is described in 


Chapter II. 
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This chapter is also divided into twelve sections. 
Hach section is preceded by a Roman numeral and a heading 
that describes the information obtained from the tabulation 
and analysis of the corresponding section of the question- 
naire. For example, the first section of the questionnaire 
was preceded by the Roman numeral I, and sought information 
concerning general organization including membership, 
number of meetings, and attendance. The corresponding 
heading for this section in Chapter IV is as follows: 
I. GENERAL ORGANIZATION OF HOME AND SCHOOL LOCALS. The 


Same procedure is used throughout the chapter. 
I. GENERAL ORGANIZATION OF HOME AND SCHOOL LOCALS 


In this section the type of school organization, 
the number and length of meetings, the local membership 
and the attendance at meetings is discussed. 

The investigator considered the possibility that 
some relationship between Home and School activities, and 
school organization by grades could be determined. For 
example, significant differences between the activities of 
parents and teachers associated with elementary grades as 
compared to the activities of parents and teachers at the 
high school level might become evident. Table I reports 
the organization of schools by grades in eighty-four Home 


and School units. 
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TABLE I 


TYPE OF SCHOOL ORGANIZATION COMPRISING EIGHTY-FOUR 


LOCAL UNITS IN THE EDMONTON AREA 


a ae Per cent of 
Type of School sake = Total Units 
of Units Responding 


Elementary, Junior and 


Senior High 48 58 
Elementary and Junior High 20 24 
Elementary 6 7 
Junior and Senior High 4 5 
Junior High 3 3 
Miscellaneous, Unclassified 3 5 


Totals 64 LOO 
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“According to Table I, 58 per cent of the respondents 
reported that all school grades were taught, and 24 per 
cent reported that elementary and junior high school grades 
were taught. Since the majority of schools in the survey 
area taught all, or nearly all, school grades, it is quite 
possible that rural units may experience considerable diffi- 
culty in developing a program of activities and topics of 
interest to the majority of parents and teachers. The 
interests of parents and teachers associated with elemen- 
tary school children are likely quite different from those 
who are associated with children in the higher grades. 
Programs that cater to one group of members may cause 
another group to lose interest in the Home and School. 

Seventy-three of the eighty-four responding units 
reported a total membership of 3398. These same units also 
reported that a total of 944 teachers were employed in 
their respective areas. A breakdown of membership into 
fathers, mothers, and teachers is given in Table II. 

Although the total membership, as reported by 
seventy-three local units was 3398, the total dues sent in 
to the Alberta Federation, as reported by sixty-four respon- 
ding units, was only $2697 .+ Since the Alberta Federation 


lsee Table XII. 
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levies a fee of $1.00 per member in each local unit, the 
difference between the two totals appeared large, despite 
the fact that nine of the seventy-three responding locals 
did not report their membership fees. A comparison of 
membership figures and membership dues in all questionnaires 
verified this apparent discrepancy. Generally speaking, 
nearly all the responding units reported membership dues 


that were slightly lower than the membership figures. 


TABLE II 


ANALYSIS OF MEMBERSHIP COMPRISING SEVENTY -THREE 
LOCAL UNITS IN THE EDMONTON AREA 


Type of ee Per cent Total Average 
Membership of Membership per Unit 
Mothers 1763 51.9 oA 1 
Fathers 1055 31 14.6 
Teachers 580 Ley ewe 8 8 

Totals 3398 100.0 46.6 


No valid reason can be given to account for the 
difference between membership figures and membership dues. 
It is possible that some units may not be sending amounts 
to the Alberta Federation that represent their full member- 


ships. In 1959 the membership fee was increased from fifty 
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cents to $1.00, and since that time the provincial 
membership has declined nearly 6000. ° One reason for 
this decline may be due to the increased membership fee, 
according to Mrs. Myra Harshman, Secretary of the Alberta 
Federation. 

A further examination of Table II reveals that 31 
per cent of the members were fathers as compared to 
approximately 52 per cent of the mothers. Grebner, in his 
study of PTA membership in Illinois, also reported that 31 
per cent of the members were men.” With these findings, 
Grebner concluded that more men are needed in the organi- 
zation, since fathers as well as mothers are concerned 
with the education and welfare of their children. The 
fact that fewer fathers than mothers join the local units 
appears to be a problem that is characteristic of parent- 
teacher organizations. 

It was found that 580, or 61 per cent, of the 944 
teachers in seventy-three responding units belonged to the 
Home and School. Table II reveals that 1763 fathers and 


1055 mothers, or a total of 2818 parents, belonged to the 


“News item in The Edmonton Journal, April 27, 1963. 


3tpid. * Saned, op. cit., p. 32. 


5See Appendix C. 
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Home and School. In order to determine the percentage of 
parents who belonged to the Home and School, it was necessary 
to obtain further information that would indicate the actual 
number of parents residing in an area employing 944 teachers. 
During the 1960-61 school year, there were 48,420 school 
children and 2194 teachers in seventeen school divisions and 
counties within all, or a portion of, the survey area.° By 
dividing 48,420 by 2194, a ratio of approximately twenty-two 
pupils per teacher was obtained. By multiplying 944 by 
twenty-two, the result is 20,768, which represents the 
probable pupil enrolment in the seventy-three units that 
employed 944 teachers. The 1961 Census of Canada stated 
that the average number of persons per family was cP 
and the average number of children per family was 1.88 in the 
Province of Alberta. With this information, the investigator 


cone luded that there are at least as many parents with 


school children as there are school children in the 
province. Therefore, it is likely that at least 20,000 
parents with school children resided in the seventy-three 
units that employed 944 teachers. It is also likely that a 


membership of 2818 represents a total possible parent 


see Appendix D. 


7Census of Canada--1961, Families by Size (Ottawa: 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 1962), p. I. 


8Ibid., p. 2 
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membership of approximately 15 per cent in the seventy- 
three units. 

It was also discovered that the school enrolment for 
the Province of Alberta was 294,435 in the 1960-61 school 
year.? By using the same 1961 Census of Canada figures, 
there are at least 294,435 parents in the province. At the 
beginning of this chapter, it was reported that there were 
approximately 26,000 Home and School members in Alberta in 
1960-61. A membership of 26,000, therefore, reveals that 
less than 10 per cent of the parents with school children 
belonged to the Home and School in Alberta. 

In reference to local PTA units in Illinois, Grebner 
concluded that all, or nearly all, families with children 


10 


Should be represented in PTA membership. Although no simi- 


lar Canadian membership was found, the 1946 Handbook recom- 
mended that at least 50 per cent of the homes represented 


by children in the school, and at least 50 per cent of the 


teachers belong to the Home and Schaol. Parent member- 


ship in the survey area falls far short of the minimum 


Iplberta Department of Education, Fifty-sixth Annual 
Report--1961 (Edmonton: Queen's Printer for Alberta, 1962), 
DB. 216, 


10sce Grebner's Conclusions in Appendix C. 
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requirement of 50 per cent, although teacher membership 
meets this requirement. Generally speaking, questionnaire 
respondents also felt that teacher participation in the 
Home and School was satisfactory. In response to the item, 
"insufficient interest shown by teachers," 53 of the 79 
respondents reported that this was not a problem.~* 

Poor attendance at monthly meetings appeared to be 
another problem in the survey area. In response to the 
item, "small attendance at monthly meetings," 55 of the 80 
respondents indicated that this was a serious problem.?3 


Attendance figures are given in Table III. 


TABLE IIT 


GENERAL INFORMATION CONCERNING AVERAGE 
ATTENDANCE AT GENERAL MEETINGS 


(67 Units) 
Per Cent Average 
Classification Number of Total Attendance 
Attendance per Unit 

Mothers 1266 54.4 19 
Fathers 678 29.5 10 
Teachers (65 units) - 313 16.1 6 
Totals 2326 100 35 


lesee Table XIV. l3see Table XIV. 


ya 


gidatedmom sortosst dauods le «ines tog O¢ to Stomestupes ’ 

silsinotteoup .yalisoqa yilerene) .dtnomeitupes: etddvedeem — 

ond at nolteqtotoimg tevlosed derit Ie% cals adnebrogaer 
eMStE ord o¢ Sandqeot at +yiodesIatése asw Loors® bese smoH | 

ey odd to £¢ “,atetsssd yo mwode destodit sete Loh Tweak" | 

{ neldotq ston gen ake decid bodnoge: admebnoqast 

ed od berssqqs agatisom yfiltnoh de gonsbnetid too} ous \.% 

sity oF Se Moge sy at BOIS Yovaue ond ct neldoag vedvorns 

05 sd? Yo Co“ agitdesm yirirom te, sordbastts Liam eset 9 
CL metderd avolrde & ash altlt Jedd bedsolbnt adcebeaoqeet Se 

-ITI efdsT nt cevig ete eotuy st sonabaesea _ 


ITI SAAT | ee 
SARAIVA Bigs AOL TAP S: 
BOUL THe ip TA % tthe 


sastovA.'  ias0.19of 
oofisbasssA stot ‘to <odmutt 
tin toy  comabaogta 


er 
OL 


48 


The average attendance at local meetings was 35 
which was somewhat lower than the average membership of 
46.6, which was reported in Table II. This is to be 
expected since it is common practice for some members to 
join the association and to attend infrequently. On the 
other hand, five respondents reported that over 200 parents 
turned out for a special occasion like a concert, a picnic, 
or an "open house." However, a comparison of membership 
percentages in Table II with attendance percentages in 
Table III showed very little difference between the member- 
ship and attendance of mothers, fathers, and teachers, 
respectively. 

In response to this item, "How many teachers were 
employed during this period in the schools represented by 
your association,™ the per unit average was fourteen. 
Further examination of Tables II and III revealed that an 
average of 8 teachers joined the Home and School, and 6 
were present at each meeting. 

A wide variation between the number of general and 
executive meetings was found in the survey area. The 
extent of this variation can be seen in Table IV. 

More than half of the local units held between eight 
and nine general meetings during the school year. It is 


possible that some units may not meet in September because 
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TABLE IV 


NUMBER OF GENERAL AND EXECUTIVE MEETINGS REPORTED 
BY LOCAL UNITS IN THE EDMONTON AREA 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE 
Number Number Number Number 
of Meetings of Units of Meetings of Units 
More than 10 3 More than 8 6 
10 16 8 6 
9 23 7 10 
8 e4 6 2 
7 10 5 5 
Less than 7 5 a t 
5 13 
2 20 
Less than 2 d 


Total 81 Total 79 
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of the harvest season. Some units may have a social event 
such as a picnic in place of the June meeting. The holding 
of a monthly general meeting for the remaining period, how- 
ever, appears to be a standard procedure in the local units 
of the Edmonton area. 

A greater variation in the number of executive 
meetings held was evident in the survey area. Table IV 
Shows the variation, which is from less than two to more 
than eight meetings held during the school year. More than 
half of the responding units met four times or less, the 
average being 4.2 for the survey area. It can be seen, 
therefore, that general meetings were held about twice as 
often as executive meetings. 

Seventy-one of the eighty responding units reported 
that the length of their monthly meetings varied from one 
and one-half to two hours. In the opinion of the investi- 
gator, it is likely that only a few of the activities of 
Home and School can be adequately covered at these meetings. 
Moreover, each general meeting, to be successful, may 
require careful planning by the executive, or by a com- 
mittee under the supervision of the executive. It is 
suggested, therefore, that local units meet more than four 


times a year, if possible. 
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II. NATURE AND EXTENT OF STUDY GROUPS 


Group study and discussion provide opportunity for 
members to gain greater understanding of mutual problems 
and topics that are of interest to parents and teachers, 
The 1956 Handbook defines a study group as follows: 


A relatively small group, meeting regularly to study 
a course of selected topics for the sake of evaluating 


and perhaps changing their own attitudes and procedures.l4 


The Handbook recommends that local units should have 
at least one study group a year that deals seriously and not 
superficially with an important topic or phase of Home and 
School affairs.1? It was found, however, that only thirty- 
one out of eighty-four responding units reported the exis- 
tence of study groups in the survey area. Failure by the 
majority of local units to provide group study and discus- 
sion appeared to be a weakness in the survey area, 

The topics most frequently chosen for group study 
indicated a concern for educational matters that received 
considerable publicity during the 1960-61 school term. 

These topics were, in general, closely related to the fol- 
lowing subjects or fields of study that appear in Table V. 


It is not surprising that the Cameron Report was the 


141956 Handbook, ope cit., Pp. 55. 


1L3Ibid., Pe 56. 
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TABLE V 


TABULATION OF TOPICS CHOSEN FOR GROUP STUDY 


Subject or Field of Study Relea a at 
The Cameron Report 17 4d 
School Bus Safety 10 16 
Sports 8 14 
Child Problems 5 5 
Accreditation 3 6 
Vocational Schools 3 4 
Libraries 2 mn 
Miscellaneous 7 9 


Totals a 1 102 
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field most frequently chosen for group study in 1960-61. 
The report aroused considerable public interest and 
received wide newspaper coverage prior to and during this 
period. The Provincial Executive of the Alberta Federation 
stimulated further interest by distribution of literature 
dealing with effective study procedures relevant to the 
Cameron Report. 

The second most frequently chosen field of study, 
school bus safety, reflected the concern of parents for the 
safety of their children following the Lamont School Bus 
Disaster.l© Several resolutions urging closer supervision 
of bus driver qualifications, more frequent inspection of 
the mechanical condition of buses, and stricter enforcement 
of the Highway Traffic Act were submitted by local units in 
the survey area. 

The third most frequently chosen field for group 
study was sports. Several locals indicated that they con- 
tributed towards such facilities as swimming, hockey, and 
football. It is doubtful, however, that Home and School 
study groups should be unduly concerned with the provision 


of these facilities. Usually there are other clubs and 


161m November 1960, a collision between a school bus 
and a railway train on the outskirts of the Village of 
Lamont, approximately forty miles from Edmonton, caused the 
death of seventeen high school students. 
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organizations well qualified to provide these facilities. 
The remaining subjects listed in Table V, namely 
child problems, accreditation, vocational schools, and 
libraries, are typical of the many fields worthy of group 
study and discussion. A number of aids and discussion out- 
lines can be obtained from the Provincial Federation, the 
University Extension Department or other similar sources. 
Discussion leaders and members should, where possible, 
participate in the training opportunities that are avail- 
able. Regional conferences, group development workshops, 
and the annual conventions usually provide these oppor- 
tunities. By possessing some knowledge and understanding 
of group study techniques, an enthusiastic membership with 
capable leadership is in a position to undertake a group 


study program with greater purpose and confidence. 


IIIT. MEMBERSHIP PARTICIPATION IN GROUP ACTIVITIES 


The many duties and responsibilities of adminis- 
tration may impose heavy demands upon the time of school 
principals. It was discovered, however, that seventy-four 
local units reported that their principals attended more 
than half the general meetings, and fifty-three units 
reported that they attended more than half the executive 
meetings. In seven of the eight units where principals 


did not attend the general or executive meetings, it was 
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2) 
discovered that the average attendance of teachers was 
approximately half (3.3) the average of six as reported in 
Table II. Although this comparison of average teacher 
attendance involved only eight units and is, therefore, 
hardly significant, it is likely that the presence of prin- 
cipals at Home and School meetings encourages more teachers 
to attend. 

A comparison between parent and teacher participa- 
tion in the committee work of the Home and School is made 


in Table VI. 


TABLE VI 


COMPARISON OF PARENT AND TEACHER PARTICIPATION 
IN LOCAL COMMITTEES DURING THE 
1960-61 SCHOOL YEAR 


Per cent of Per cent of 


Type of Committee Parent Members Teacher Members 
(72 units) (77 units) 
Executive 14 20 
Other Committees 8 16 
Study Groups 7 9 
Totals “29 ys 


A comparison of parent and teacher membership reveals 
that one-fifth (20 per cent) of the teacher membership 


served on the executive as compared to about one-seventh 
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(14 per cent) of the parent membership. A similar compari- 
son of parent and teacher percentages in other committees 
and "Study Groups" indicates a relatively higher degree of 
teacher participation in each instance. Teacher partici- 
pation in Home and School committees totals 45 per cent as 
compared to a total of 29 per cent in parent participation. 

Two factors may account for a lower percentage of 
parent participation in committee work. In several locals 
where parent membership is large (over 60), the executive 
committee can only accommodate a small percentage of the 
parents. In the opinion of the investigator, many parents 
who feel they lack executive training and ability may pre- 
fer to call upon teachers to assume a large proportion of 
executive duties. These factors may also account for a 
higher percentage of teachers serving in Other Committees 


and Study Groups. 


IV. SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
Home and School meetings provide many opportunities 
for social activities. Such meetings usually carry some 
social value even when no specific plans are made for 
activities of purely social nature. This section deals 
with planned social activities although some of these 


activities may have been designed primarily for fund 


raising purposes. 
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The lunch or refreshment period that was reported by 
80 responding units takes up little or no meeting time and 
may have a definite social value. During such a period, 
the informal setting, the good fellowship, and the easy 
flow of conversation may, according to Hymes, produce as 
many ideas and thought-provoking experiences as the general 
meeting itselr.+! Another brief social event, which was 
practised in seventy-eight units, involved the principal 
and his staff. For this occasion, the principal introduced 
his teaching staff to the parents. In the opinion of the 
investigator, a large turn-out of both parents and teachers 
can be expected, because all teachers may feel obligated 
to attend, and many parents are interested in the people 
who teach their children. 

Several planned social activities require consider- 
able time and energy, and involve the raising of money. 
These activities are found in Table XI under the following 
four headings: Local Talent, Banquets, Sales, and Adult 
Social Events. The first two headings describe methods 
such as concerts, student displays, amateur nights and 
graduations, that involve student participation. The last 
two headings list auctions, raffles, dances, bingo, and 


whist drives, as methods that involve parent participation. 


lVuymes, op. cit., p. 129. 
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Responding units were not asked to estimate how much time 
was spent on these activities, but merely to indicate what 
fund-raising methods were carried out in their respective 
areas. The chief fund-raising activities stated in Table 
XI appear to be typical of the chief social events in the 
Home and School that require considerable time and energy. 

Various opinions concerning the nature and worth of 
social activities have been expressed. Hymes stressed the 
importance of these activities since he felt that the 
mingling of parents in an informal setting can lay the 
foundation of effective working relationships in future 
meetings.1® Sykes shared this view when he said that 
social activities tend to reduce parent-teacher conflict.?? 
On the other hand, there are writers who severely criti- 
cize the parent-teacher organizations because of their 
emphasis on social activities. MacGavran's criticisms are 
typical. 9 In his article he felt that local associations 
spend too much time on social activities, and that such 
activities are carried out primarily for their entertain- 


ment and fund-raising appeal.*t 


18hymes, op. cit., pp. 126-130. 
l9sykes, op. cit., p. 90. 


20 sames H. MacGavran, "Don't Believe What They Say 
About Grandma," Saturday Evening Post, September 22, L95Le 


2lipnid., p. 148- 


Be ; 
omts doxim wod sdemites ot betes Jon stew edinsy | 
Sedw oteofbat og yforem sjud ,eetsivisos eeedd o£, 
svidoeqeot iisdt mi duo be itis eisw ebordem gaieterrabiibr? 
oideT at bétste eotsividos notetei-braut toido etT .é80%8 
edt mt etnove L[stooe Yetdo edt ‘to Isotqyt od oF xseqqs TX 
-¥stens bas omit olidetebtenos ertuper seds Loosdo® bas enioH | 

to dérow bas studsm odd gftinreonos enoinigo oa peNe TRE 4 
edj beeesise semyH .beeeeiqxe need eved eetsividos Letdoe 
ott dcdd diet of sonte eottivides seeds to sonediegmt 
eft yel nao gntédoe L[emtotat ms nt etnereq to gatigatm — 
erutut at eqidenotgsist gntwrow svidostis to ‘motsebavot — 
godt bise od soiw wotv etdd betede eoitve oL segntdoem . 
CL sot Sno rtedoset-tnetsq soubes1t os based esttivisos ‘Istooe © 
-tstnro yloeteves odw etodiiw 918 send .oned teddo edd nO 
tiedt to seusoed enoltesinss to solosed-daeteq - esto. 4 
ens emeinisito e'nsive0oeM .eeitivitos fetooe 00 


enol ssisoees fsool tedt tiet orf aflotiis eld at 
dowe sends bas co:seueee igtooe 10 emis sou 69 8 

-nkediesdne tiedd +ot vi baba duo bokired nt wah 
£8 fseqqs guteter=b 


OFS my wl «4 
1 dts 


yee youl seAW svatied Ja oa ® ie aa Ki 
-L2eL SS rsdmedqse .se0d gp + eebrnde A 


29 

One questionnaire item asked the respondents to indi- 
cate the number of meetings that were devoted mainly or 
entirely to social activities. The responses were as follows: 
forty-nine units reported one meeting; twenty-five units 
reported none; seven units reported that two such meetings 
were held; the remaining three units did not answer the 
question. These responses indicated that several meetings 
of a purely social nature were apparently not endorsed by 
the majority of the responding units. 

Some writers have expressed the opinion that social 
activities serve a worthwhile purpose in that they promote 


better working relationships between parents and teachers. 
V. PLANNING THE YEAR'S PROGRAM 


The 1946 Handbook recommends that the year's program 
be planned in earn as far as possible, and that it should 
be based upon the general objects of the Home and School. 

It was found that 31 per cent of the seventy-five respond- 
ing units reported that they planned their program a year in 
advance, while 52 per cent reported that they planned their 
programs "each month as they became due." Generally speak- 


ing, the remaining 17 per cent reported that their programs 
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were planned a few months in advance, or that their plans 
varied throughout the year to meet changing circumstances. 
According to Burgard's findings, as reported in the 
preceding chapter of this study, there appears to be a 
distinct relationship between the quality of programs and 
the manner in which programs are planned.“ Reporting on 
the characteristics of PTA local units in Pennsylvania in 
1940, he found that high efficiency groups planned their 
programs for the year while low efficiency groups prepared 
their programs from month to month. 

The planning of a program on a yearly basis does 
not necessarily mean that the Home and School local is a 
highly efficient group, nor does it guarantee programs of 
high quality. On the other hand, the planning of programs 
on a monthly basis as reported by over half (52 per cent) 
of the responding units may be a matter of some concern. 
In the opinion of the investigator, such short-range 
planning may result in a haphazard assortment of lectures, 
films, or discussion periods that deal with various 
unrelated topics. There is little opportunity to develop 
a specific theme. Topics that require several months of 
study are dealt with in a superficial manner. It becomes 
increasingly difficult to retain the interest and 
enthusiasm of the membership if little provision is 


Le 


22See supra, Pp. 32-6 
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made to develop suitable long-range objectives. 

Not only is planning for several months in advance 
desirable but the manner in which each program is planned 
deserves careful attention. The methods used by the 
Program Committee in planning the programs are given in 


Table VII. 


TABLE VII 
METHODS USED BY THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE IN 
PLANNING PROGRAMS IN EIGHTY-ONE UNITS 


Per cent of 
Methods Used Number of Responding 
Responses Units 


Suggestions from the member- 
ship were considered 61 75 


Suggestions from Home and School, 
bulletins or literature were 


considered 42 52 
A study of the educational needs 

of the community was made 18 22 
Other methods ll 14 


From Table VII it can be seen that 75 per cent of 
the 81 responding units reported that suggestions from the 
membership were considered when plans for the programs were 
being made. This percentage suggests that the Program 


Committees are aware of the need for and importance for 
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group participation in the initial stages of program plan- 
ning. Since the Home and School is a voluntary organization, 
the wishes of the membership should be carefully considered. 
Approximately one-half (52 per cent) of the responding 
units used suggestions from Home and School officials, 
bulletins or literature in the planning of their programs. 
In addition to the many helpful suggestions contained in 
the literature provided by Home and School officials, 
Planning Committees may find valuable program material in 
popular magazines, according to the following report from 
the Nova Scotia Federation of Home and School Associations: 

Many of last year's most successful meetings were 

based on articles in Chatelaine, McLean's, Parents 
Magazine, Time, Maritime Farmer, Family Herald, 
Better Living, newspapers. 

Two other particularly useful publications are the 
Canadian Home and School, published by the Canadian Home 
and School and Parent-Teacher Federation in Toronto, 
Ontario, and the National Congress of Parents and Teachers 
in Chicago, Illinois. 


Only 22 per cent of the responding units reported 


23William Pell (Mrs.), "A Year of Worthwhile Pro- 
grams," Home and School News (Kentville, Nova Scotia: The 
Nova Scotia Federation of Home and School Associations, 
September-October, 1956), pp. 6-7. 


$8 2 | | a ; 


-melg nerg01g to = {etsint efit at nots 
worseainsgio yresaulov & et Loose bas emoli pore te aan 
-betebienoo yiluterso sd bluode qidexedmem eis to cotenuredt 
anibnogest en¢ to (smeo toq S¢) Thed-eno yledsmixorqqa 
.aistortio [oodee bas smoK mort enoiteesaue bees esing — 
.emetgora iteds to antanstg eit ni omudtetesil 10 antseliud 


mi benistnoo enottessaue Lutqled yasm edt oF noitibbs al 
elsinttio foode® bas smo. yd bebgvotq emdstesil edt 
ni [stiestsm metg0%q eidsulsv batt yam geoddimmod gaianeld ar 
mort txoqe1 gntwollot eft oF ankbi090s ,eonissgsm islugog — 
renokdstoozeA Loose ‘bas emol to nolts1ebeF sidoot svow edd ae 


trom e'isey tesl to Ye 


stew epalissom ivteesnoue : 
enisfesend at gp gi Pact 


,otno10T nt notdsitebst tedoseT-Inerted bem: 


eredoseT bas etustsd to eeetgtod Leno i sei edd bn eat 
-etoni lft 


bedtoqet etinu untbnoqesa sft to Janes t9q. SS 7 


-o11 olinwittoW to teeY A” olae 1 
eif :sidoo® svoll Sis tga, 
-enotssigoeak Lootioe® bas 


63 
that a study of the educational needs of the community 
was made, and 14 per cent stated that other methods were 
used in the planning of their programs. A description of 
the other methods used revealed generally that the Execu- 
tive planned the programs (6 per cent); items chosen were 
related to an annual theme (4 per cent); and various com- 
munity organizations participated in the planning of 
programs (4 per cent). 

The very name Home and School suggests an organization 

of parents and teachers working together for the wel- 
fare of children and youth. Since the success of the 
local meetings depends largely upon the effectiveness of 
the programs, it is therefore desirable that both parents 
and teachers be represented on the Program Committee. 
Although sixty-three responding units reported that their 
Program Committee contained principal or teacher represen- 
tatives, seventeen units reported that there was no such 
representative. It is recommended, therefore, that each 
local unit in the survey area have a teacher or a principal 


on its Program Committee. 
VI. LOCAL INTEREST IN ASSOCIATION AFFAIRS 


Regional Conferences. All local units within the 


survey area are served by one of the nine Regional Councils 
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that have been formed in the Edmonton area. Each Council 
serves a specified geographic area and may contain from 
four to over twenty local units within its boundaries. 

The primary function of a Regional Council is to render 
help and encouragement to local associations by conducting 
meetings known as Regional Conferences. 

Each local unit is expected to send at least one 
representative to each regional countil meeting.°* In 
response to the question "At how many regional or council 
meetings was your association represented between September 
1960 and June 1961," forty-seven of the eighty-three 
responding units reported that they were represented at 
one or more regional council meetings. 

The strength of the District Council depends largely 
upon the support given by the local associations. Atten- 
dance at Council meetings need not be limited to official 
representatives. According to the 1961 Supplement to the 
Handbook, 

Presidents should attend in order to keep up to date 

on council activities first hand. Encourage all your 
members to attend, and cooperate with your council by 


seeing that the meetings of your local association do 
not conflict with those of the council.25 


Rt aboek—_ 1061 Supplement (Calgary: Alberta 
Federation of Home and School Association), p. 


2 oIbid., p. 7. 
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Further evidence of the importance of local partici- 
pation in the affairs of Regional Councils is given by the 
same publication when it states: 

Many local problems can be solved in your council 

meetings. One association might not be able to solve 
a problem; many associations could. One association 
may have an excellent suggestion; supported by several 
associations that suggestion could take the form of a 
recommendation and be referred to the people concerned 
to be implemented.@ 

Since it appears likely that regional council 
meetings may benefit the local units and since it appears 
reasonable to expect at least one representative at each 
meeting, therefore, it is recommended that all local units 


in the survey area endeavor to be represented at regional 


council meetings. 


Provincial Conferences at Banff. In March, 1961, 
the Annual Convention of the Provincial Federation was 
held at Banff. All local units in the province were 
invited to be represented at this four-day meeting. Forty- 
six local units in the Edmonton survey area reported that 
they were represented at that convention. Three months 
later, another meeting of representatives from the local 
units in the province, known as the Annual Banff Workshop, 


was also held at Banff. At that meeting twenty-one units 


20nandbook, op. cit., p. 6. 
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66 
from the Edmonton area were represented and it was also 
discovered that nine units were represented at both meetings. 

Approximately 55 per cent of the eighty-four respond- 
ing units were represented at the Annual Convention; and 
25 per cent at the Annual Banff Workshop. The reasons given 
for the importance of local participation in Regional 
Councils, as quoted from the 1961 Supplement to the 
Handbook, may apply to the Annual Convention, and to the 
Annual Banff Workshop. 

These percentages indicate that insufficient interest 
is taken in Home and School affairs at the provincial 
level. Although two local units reported that they could 
not afford to send a delegate to Banff, it is the opinion 
of the investigator that all local units in the survey area 
should endeavor to be represented at one provincial 
conference each year. 

Delegates wno attend conferences are expected to 
report to their local associations. Seventy-two of the 
seventy-nine responding units indicated that it was a 
standard policy to have these delegates report to a 
general meeting, but only nine units made a practice of 
requiring delegates to report to the executive committee. 
The valuable information and useful literature given to 
the delegates at these conferences often warrant careful 


consideration at the local level. Too often local matters of 
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67 
immediate concern may receive priority at the general meet- 
ings and there may not be sufficient time available for 


intensive study of information and literature from provin- 


cial sources. 


Association Literature. Additional lines of communi- 
cation are maintained by means of literature sent out by 
regional and provincial directors to the local units. Some 
of this literature seeks information from the locals 
concerning their membership, proposed resolutions, program 
activities and so forth. Other literature designed to 
assist local units in carrying out their activities is 
supplied in the form of newsletters, magazines, and official 
bulletins. In response to the question "Approximately what 
percentage of the above were read to or by your executive 
committee," forty-seven of the eighty-three responding units 
reported 80-100 per cent, and twenty-three reported 50-79 
per cent. These figures indicate that two-thirds of the 
above literature is brought to the attention of the local 
executives. An attempt to determine whether further action 
was taken by local associations was made by asking the follow- 
ing question: "Approximately what percentage of the letters 
and circulars led to some action being taken by your associ- 


ation?" Table VIII reports these percentages. 
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68 
A wide variation appears evident in the extent that 

these letters and circulars are acted upon, according to 
Table VIII. It was found that 15 units acted upon 80-100 
per cent of the association literature, and 27 units acted 
upon 50-79 per cent of the literature. Generally speaking, 
these percentages indicate that approximately one-half of 
the local units may be acting upon approximately fifty per 
cent of the letters and circulars. The type of action 


taken, unfortunately, could not be accurately determined. 
TABLE VIII 


PERCENTAGE OF LETTERS AND CIRCULARS 
FROM REGIONAL AND PROVINCIAL DIRECTORS 
THAT LED TO SOME ACTION AT THE LOCAL LEVEL (83 Units) 


Per cent of letters and Number of Units 
circulars acted upon Responding 
80-100 5 
DOr fo ai 
eo= Ao iJ 
O- 24 11 
No response iat 
Total 83 
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One indication of the type of action that was taken 
by local units was revealed by the number of resolutions 
that were submitted to the provincial Home and School 
executive. A total of sixteen resolutions were submitted 
by eleven units in the survey area. As a solemn aftermath 
of the Lamont School Bus Disaster in November 1960, nine of 
these resolutions dealt with the safety of children on 
school buses. The remaining seven resolutions dealt with 
teacher qualifications, physical fitness, library facili- 
ties, and fluoridation. Resolutions based upon careful 
study and fact gave strength and purpose to the Home and 
School movement. With the support of many local units, the 
provincial executive can speak with a united voice on the 
major issues in education. It would appear that inadequate 
support for worthy educational aims is being given in the 
survey area if only eleven out of eighty-four responding 


units submitted resolutions. 


The Alberta Home and School News is the official 
publication of the Alberta Federation of Home and School 
Associations. Five issues are published each year and the 
price is five cents per copy. Sixty-three responding units 
reported that a total of 1298 copies of the magazine were 


ordered which is an average of twenty-one copies per unit. 


This is slightly less than one-half the average membership 
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70 
of 46.6 as reported in Table II. Sixty of these units 
reported that the average number of copies distributed to 
the membership was seventeen, Thirteen units reported that 
sufficient copies were ordered for distribution to all 
members in their respective areas. Since the cost of the 
magazine is small, this policy could readily be adopted by 


all local units in the survey area. 
VII. INFLUENCE EXERTED UPON OTHER EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES 


In addition to submitting resolutions to the Provin- 
cial Executive, local Home and School Associations may 
resort to taking more direct action when attempting to 
influence other educational agencies. It is not uncommon for 
school principals, School Boards, and even the Depart- 
ment of Education to receive letters, petitions, and dele- 
gations from local units requesting that changes in educa- 
tional policies and practices be made. Evidence that such 
action was taken by some local units is reported in Table IX. 

According to Table IX, approximately one-quarter (21) 
of the 82 responding units took action requesting changes in 
the practices or policies of the School Board as compared to 
fourteen for the local school and twelve for the Department 


of Education. 


Thirty-one units reported a total of thirty-seven 
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specific requests for changes in the policies and practices 
of other educational agencies. Table X describes the 
specific changes requested and the action that was taken. 

The changes requested by the thirty-one responding 
units appear to be typical of matters that would likely 
concern the majority of rural associations in Alberta 
during the 1960-61 school year, Again the influence of the 
Lamont School Bus Disaster was felt since seven local units 
requested that action be taken to increase highway and 


school bus safety. 
TABLE IX 


HOW LOCAL UNITS RESPONDED TO THE QUESTION OF TAKING 
ACTION FOR THE PURPOSE OF CHANGING PRACTICES OR 
POLICIES OF OTHER EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES 


(82 Units) 
Local School Department of 
Response School Board Education 
Yes 14 rN 12 
No Al 47 a7 
No response 17 Lg LZ 
Total 82 81 81 
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As the policy of school centralization continues in 
rural areas the establishment and location of high schools 
sometimes causes objections within the districts concerned. 
Various objections concerning the establishment and location 
of high schools were reported by five units. Three of these 
units went directly to the Department of Education with 
their objections, while two units went to their respective 
school boards. Four units requested changes in the policies 
of providing classroom and athletic equipment, and four 
units opposed the longer school day. 

Further examination of Table X reveals that the 
school board (or school board representative) was called 
upon to deal with 15 requests for changes in educational 
practices and policies, as compared to 10 requests for the 
Department of Education, and only 4 for the local schools 
(or school principals). 

The fact that only four local schools were approached 
to deal with proposed changes may indicate a faulty pro- 
cedure used by local Home and School units. Local schools 
could, perhaps, deal more effectively with many of these 
proposed changes. Competent school principals and teachers 
are usually able to suggest courses of action that are 
appropriate and desirable. They might point out, for 


example, that school board policy can be influenced by 
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ratepayers! meetings more than by Home and School proposals, 
especially if the expenditure of public funds is involved. 
Individual Home and School groups may find that proposed 
changes in the practices and policies of the Department of 
Education receive greater consideration if they are directed 
through the proper channels. In some instances, individual 
Home and School groups may be advised against attempting to 
change educational practices and policies. Capable adminis- 
trators and teachers are usually in a position to give 
valuable leadership and direction to Home and School 
activities at the local level. Such leadership and direc- 
tion is particularly desirable whenever changes in educa- 


tion practices and policies are contemplated. 
VIII. HOW FUNDS WERE RAISED AND SPENT 


There are two general purposes for which the Home and 
School must raise money: to finance its own operation, and 
to contribute financially toward Home and School objectives. 
Such items as stationery, postage, rental, prizes, refresh- 
ments, delegates expenses, and honoraria, are generally 
regarded as operating expense. Financial contributions 
toward Home and School objectives are somewhat broader in 
scope and may include such items as dues to the parent 


organization, scholarships, and various kinds of equipment 
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(5 
for classrooms, playgrounds, and libraries. Membership dues 
and the proceeds from fund-raising projects constitute the 
main sources of income in the local associations. Since the 
Home and School is an organization which attempts to include 
all parents, it is well to keep dues low enough for everyone 
to join. The National Congress of Parents and Teachers in 
the United States makes this point explicit: 

Throughout the Congress, great emphasis is laid 

upon keeping dues at the lowest possible level for 
efficiency. It is the sincere desire of the organiza- 
tion that no prospective member be deterred from enrol- 
ling because of unnecessary expense.2/ 
In all likelihood, the membership dues would cover the opera- 
ting expenses of most local associations, but in order to 
carry out certain Home and School objectives, some means of 
raising additional money may be necessary. 

A sound business practice in any organization that 
handles public funds is the preparation of a financial 
budget which outlines the estimated receipts and the pro- 
posed expenditures during the given period of time. Only 
sixteen of the seventy-five responding units, however, 


reported that a financial budget was prepared prior to the 


third general meeting. Members should be informed of the 


2’ National Congress of Parents and Teachers, The 
Parent-Teacher Organization, ba nr and Development 
(Chicago: National Congress of Parents and Teachers, 1949), 
p. 37, cited by Grebner, op. cit., p. 93. 
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purposes for which association funds are to be used, parti- 
cularly if any major fund-raising projects are contemplated. 

The PTA Manual in the United States recommends that 
one large project be planned to raise money for the entire 
year, <8 In the #dmonton district survey area, slightly 
more than half (45) of the seventy-four responding units 
reported that two or more fund-raising projects were con- 
ducted during the year. Twenty-four units conducted one 
major project, while six units reported that no fund- 
raising projects were necessary since the membership dues 
in these respective areas usually covered their costs of 
operation. Sixteen units conducted three or more fund- 
raising projects. The units that conducted three or more 
such projects are reminded that the objects and policies 
of the Home and School, as stated in Appendix B of this 
study, make no reference to the need for fund-raising pro- 
jects. 

In order to determine what methods used to raise 
money were most popular and remunerative, the number of 
units responding, and the amount collected for each method 
were taken into consideration. The results of these find- 


ings are tabulated in Table XI. 


28National Congress of Parents and Teachers, Parent- 


Teacher Manual (Chicago: National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, 1952), pe 54, cited by Grebner, ope cit., pe. 9k. 
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The total money raised by 75 units was $13,531 and 
does not include membership fees. In a previous question- 
naire item, the same 75 units reported that the total money 
raised (including fees) was $18,134. The difference between 
these totals is $4,397 and represents the total membership 
fees. By dividing $4,397 by 3398 (the total membership as 
reported in Table II), the result is $1.44 which indicates 
the average fee per member. 

This means of determining the average fee was used 
in an attempt to discover whether or not the questionnaire 
respondents were reporting reliable data with respect to 
the raising and spending of money. The investigator selected 
at random, five local units in the City of #dmonton, and five 
local units in the survey area. He discovered that the mem- 
bership fee was $1.50 in nine units, and $1.25 in one unit. 
The $1.44 average fee for the survey area corresponded with 
the average fee charged in ten local units selected at ran- 
dom. The information tabulated in Tables XI and XII may, 
therefore, be reliable. 

The most popular method of raising money, according 
to Table XI, involved the use of local talent, while 
graduation banquets and awards’ nights proved to be nearly 
as attractive. Also popular were the sales and social events 
which featured such activities as baking, bazaars, whist 


drives, and bingo. The most profitable means of raising 
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(é, 
money appeared to be from the sporting events with 15 units 
raising an average of $139.33 from track meets, fastball, 
basketball, curling, and hockey. Various types of sales 
also appeared to be quite remunerative with an average of 
$106.88 raised in 21 units. A few business firms provided 
funds for scholarships, and there was evidence in three 
locals that canvassing for money was done. 

seventy-six local units submitted detailed accounts 
which represented their expenditures for the 1960-61 school 
year. These expenditures are tabulated in Table XII. 

The first two items, dues and operating expenses, 
are regarded as essential expenditures. Association dues 
(amounting to $1.00 per member) must be sent to the Provin- 
cial Executive. In order to conduct normal business opera- 
tions, local units must also provide for such items as 
office supplies, film rental, coffee, transportation for 
visiting speakers, and magazine subscriptions. Sixty-four 
units reported a total expenditure of $2,697 for association 
dues, and $2,484 for operating expenses. A total of $5,181 
was, therefore, spent for essential purposes by these units. 

The remaining expenditures, which are tabulated in 
Table XII, can be generally regarded as non-essential expen- 
ditures in the sense that Home and School locals do not have 


to pay for such items as sports equipment, awards, and 


ey 


adinu cf dtéiw ednevs yotdroge ort mott od of bowseqas 
Uieddas? .adoom wosrd mott EBVEI¢ to Raheny oni: 
esise to seqyd avoltev .ysalgod bas wBaklawo . rhideddst - 
‘to ogstevse as déiw evisdstrenumst ssinup od o¢ betseqqe cate 
bebivorg amrit eaegentaud welt A aah is ms bee let 88,30f8 
estidd at oonsbive aaw ‘exedd brs aqiriats odes 40% seas 
90h asw yortom to% antteasvaso tade algoot 
surooos beftsded bevdimdye adins Isd0f xte-ysaeves 
Loodoa L8-O0CL orld TOY dowdthasqxe tems betnesstqet ‘doit’ 
TIX olde? nt bedeludet ows asivtibasqrs ceed .x9y ~ 
~n9adeqxs unidexeqo Sis aeub <ameti ows satlt ont bad he i 
asub adottstoosesA zsexudtbasqxe fettnesas es bebrsget ste 
“fivort oft of gisa sd Jaum (xsdmem I9q 00.1% © ¢ gnttduodsy 
-proqe acontaud femiom doubaes o¢ rebi0 nT ee 
as amedt dosa tol ebivotq coals tau editing sasot eck 
rot aefisdrodensrs .sstTies ister mie eotiqgua © 
Tuot-ysIxte  adhoktalysedsea ontasgam brs pave ey 
ftottsioogas tot Y0o.Sé Yo ott bbieqKe Isdod 8 bev Wall |) 
[55,22 to fstot A .aeaneqgxe gnktereqo tot NBA.Se Bie sou 


sito sess us conte Ga er iy 


at bedistludsd 98 dotdw ,zonud Sbas¢: , a ot 


a 


; 


q 
. 
- 


=19qgx9 Iehdaonee-non es bobr t oe 
“3 a gre ceive 
eved tom ob alssof Loonee bas dsl, 


. yi nie age —_ a 
bis .abisaws _ triongdirps ado 7 


80 


Ev T*ST$ sqtun 91) Teq4oL 

LG° LE e €92% peTITssepoun 
2 SNOSUeTTSOS TW 

ab Be € GIT septny) [ITD ‘sqgnoog Kog 
SSUOFTISZTUBZIO UAnoZ 

Ot7* He OT ite °oJe “arejI—Tem 4YoTsastp ‘quVO ‘OHM ‘SAHOINN 
. OtBITOM pue Aatreuo 

EG°GE GT CEG °oqe ‘sdeMoTI ‘soinqotd ‘sutd 
suoTAenpetsy 

0S °C6 9 T9G weqyshs [Teq *‘seusTp *‘suTegzno wkB ‘suydeospuel 
;quewdtnby Toouos 

€e°eL) 6 Gol, SeTqied ‘sotuotd ‘sqreou00 sew4qstazug 
3SQUSAY TeTOOS 

9£°60T tt COT SoeofTAsp BSutpitoosed ‘szoqoeford witty 
Ss quewdynby TensTA-opTpny 
GT°96 Ct 912T SWOOUSSeTD pue SeTLeIqT] 1o0j s¥yoog 
O£°99 Og QZET Sdousyiom *soouede uonD SSUOTIUSAUND 
EG*9E Gt ot9T setudolL, ‘sdtusrzeqtouos ‘spremy 

05°61 G2 H66T quewdtnbe punosSfetd pue keyoou_ BuyppntoulL 
:quewdtnby sqyz0dg 

98 °Or T9 7Qt? uotseqrodsuert4 *younT ‘Tequed w{ttJ Butpntoul 
2 sosuodxg cetedo 

Hl'en $ 179 L692 $ SAT INOSXY UoTAeLepsy eqteqry OL 
:senqd 

sInatpuedxy Sutpuodsay quedg 
4TuQg awzod satuq jo quNnouy einatpusedxy” jo edfy 
eZeLOAYy LOequnn Te107L 


(satun 91) 


AUNOW LNEdS SLINN T¥YOOT MOH 


IIX WIdvs 


meveye fied .genelb ,anisiiuo mys aataso 


setdisq .2oimota .edteonos sm 


‘ 
$5 


. ; “?, 
-od9 ,Brewoll, ,esiusoitg 
TET BLLSe eS A 


.ovs ,stsitiow soitvelp .dHad ,ORW .* 


esbinp 


aciau dy) Iasot 


81 


library books. The amount spent on non-essential items is 
at the discretion of the individual units, and is usually 
determined by local needs and financial resources. The 
actual amount spent on non-essential items, as reported by 
76 responding units, was $9,953. This amount was deter- 
mined by subtracting $5,181 (the total expenditures for 
essential items) from $15,134 (the total expenditures for 
essential and non-essential items). The amount spent on 
non-essential items is, therefore, about double the amount 
that was spent on essential items. 

Sports equipment headed the list of non-essential 
expenditures, with 25 units spending a total of $1,994. 
Awards, scholarships and trophies accounted for a total 
expenditure of $1,642, followed by the expenses of conven- 
tions, conferences and workshops which totalled $1,326. 
Grebner, in his study, reported that audio-visual equipment 
and library books were the items most frequently purchased 
by PTA units in Illinois.©? These items, although purchased 
less frequently in the Edmonton survey area, accounted for 
the largest per unit expenditures with an average of $113.36 
spent for audio-visual equipment, and an average of $98.15 


for library books. Although the total expenditures for the 


*Iarebner, op. cit., p. 97. 
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82 
remaining items listed in Table XII are relatively low, 
they do, however, indicate a genuine concern on the part of 
parents and teachers for a richer school environment. 

School boards and ratepayers may oppose the expendi- 
ture of public funds for the purchase of some of the items 
listed in Table XII. Faced with the ever-increasing costs 
of education, many school boards and ratepayers may view 
with apprehension the demands made for such costly items of 
expenditure as landscaping, movie projectors, gym curtains, 
and automatic bell systems. These items are perceived as 
integral parts of a complete educational program, but, 
unfortunately, many communities do not always see the value 
or purpose of such expenditures. Local Home and School 
units could, perhaps, serve a more worthy function if they 
were to educate their communities and work through their 
school boards so that such equipment might be purchased out 
of tax money rather than with Home and School funds. 

It has already been determined that approximately 
15 per cent of the parents belonged to the Home and School 
in seventy-three local units during the 1960-61 school 
year. This information indicates that approximately 85 per 
cent of the parents in the survey area did not belong to 


the Home and School. It becomes evident, therefore, 
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that approximately one parent in seven devoted time and 
energy to the raising and spending of money for Home and 


School purposes. 


IX. LOCAL PUBLICITY 

Much of the publicity at the local level appears to be 
limited to the various types of announcements that are 
prepared prior to the general mectings. In addition to 
stating the time and place of meetings, these announcements 
usually feature an educational film, a prominent guest 
speaker, or some other educational activity of current 
interest. Table XIII indicates the number and type of 
methods used for publicity purposes. 

The two most popular methods used for publicity pur- 
poses are the delivery of mimeographed announcements by 
children to their parents, and the printing of announce- 
ments in the local paper. Seventy-five local units used 
the former method while forty-eight units used the latter 
method. Thirteen units made telephone calls to the parents, 
and a total of nine other methods were reported. Of these 
nine other methods reported, five units displayed posters in 
public places, three units used radio announcements, and 


one unit used television announcementSe 
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TABLE XIIT 


DATA CONCERNING LOCAL PUBLICITY 


(80 Units) 
Type of Methods Used Number of 
Responses 
Delivery of mimeographed announcements 
by children to their parents 75 
Announcements in the local paper 48 
Telephone calls to parents | 
Other methods 9 
Total 145 
Number of Number of Total 
Methods Used Responding Units Responses 
One 34 34 
Two 32 64 
Three ° 2{ 
Four 5 20 


Totals 80 145 
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Table XIII also reports the number of methods 
commonly used by local units for publicity purposes. Thirty- 
four responding units used one method, while the average 
number of methods used for all responding units was slightly 
less than two (1.8). 

One problem, "small attendance at monthly meetings," 
was prevalent throughout the survey area. In Table XIV, 
this problem was reported as being a "serious problem" by 
55 respondents, and "less serious" by 21 respondents. In 
the opinion of the investigator, an inadequate publicity 
program could cause poor attendance at monthly meetings. 
Other community organizations and activities may be using 
more effective publicity methods and, as a result, the 
attention of the parents may be diverted from the Home and 
School. Local groups may find that a more vigorous publi- 
city campaign may improve the attendance at the monthly 


meetings. 
X. OPINIONS CONCERNING LOCAL PROBLEMS 


This study of Home and School activities has already 
given some insight into the nature and extent of the prob- 
lems confronting the local units. In this section, a more 
direct approach is used in the study of local problems, 


Questionnaire respondents were given thirteen items that 
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were frequently considered to be major problems. Respon- 
dents were then requested to indicate which problems were 
"serious," "less serious," and "not a problem" in their 
respective areas. Space was provided for respondents to 
list and classify additional problems. These results are 
tabulated in Table XIV. 

In the opinion of 55 respondents, the most serious 
problem was small attendance at monthly meetings. Ranking 
second, third and fourth in frequency of mention as serious 
problems were: unwillingness of suitable persons to accept 
executive positions (33 responses), reluctance of members 
to participate in group study activities (30 responses), 
and too few male members (22 responses). These four problems 
are closely inter-related in that they indicate the failure 
of parents to attend meetings as well as their reluctance 
to participate in the activities and responsibilities of 
membership. 

The item most frequently checked as being a less 
serious problem was uncertainty regarding value or effec- 
tiveness of program activities, with 38 responses. Ranking 
second, third and fourth in frequency of mention as less 
serious problems, but in a slightly different order, are 
the same three problems stated in the preceding paragraph , 


that ranked second, third and fourth. Five other less 
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serious problems in the order of their frequency of mention 
were as follows: meetings do not start on time (24 responses), 
small average attendance at general meetings (21 responses), 
insufficient interest shown by teachers (18 responses), 
shortage of funds (17 responses), and programs deal too often 
with matters of little educational value (16 responses). 
Generally speaking, the respondents appeared to regard poor 
attendance and lack of cooperation on the part of the mem- 
bership as more serious, whereas the value and quality of 

the programs and meetings were generally regarded as prob- 
lems that were less serious. 

It is interesting to consider the possibility of a 
cause and effect relationship among the problems stated in 
the preceding paragraphs. Such problems as poor attendance, 
absence of male members, and unwillingness to accept execu- 
tive positions, all contribute to poor programs and may 
have an adverse effect upon the attendance and enthusiasm 
of the membership. Improved programs, on the other hand, 
might increase attendance and encourage greater group 
participation and discussion. Therefore, if a solution to 
one problem is found, other related problems might, at least, 
be partially solved. 

A total of 27 other problems were listed by the 


respondents. Nine of these problems were classified among 
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the 13 preceding items in Table XIV. The remaining nineteen 
problems appeared to be fairly typical of those found in 
rural areas. 

seven respondents apparently felt that the Home and 
School could not compete with the many and varied activi- 
ties in their respective communities. Another problem, as 
reported by six respondents, indicated that parents only 
attended meetings in order to be entertained. Three respon- 
dents reported that there was a lack of harmony between town 
and rural parents, and three respondents felt that the lack 
of interest in the Home and School was due to the central- 
ization of small rural schools into larger town systems. 
In the opinion of the investigator, parents who claim that 
other community activities take up all their spare time, 
apparently have little regard for the Home and School. 
Similarly, parents who attend meetings just to be enter- 
tained evidently have lost sight of the real purpose of the 
Home and School. More vigorous attempts to apply Home and 
School aims and objects may give purpose and vitality to 
the monthly meetings. 

The problems most frequently checked as being not 
a problem were: the principal does not cooperate (70 res- 
ponses), disagreements or disputes among members (68 res- 


ponses), too many complaints made concerning the school 
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building and equipment (65 responses), too many complaints 
made concerning the teaching staff (64 responses), insuffi- 
cient interest shown by the teachers (53 responses), and 
programs deal too often with matters of little educational 
value (52 responses). Therefore, according to the opinion 
of most respondents, there appears to be a satisfactory 
working arrangement between parents and teachers throughout 
the survey area. Principals and teachers evidently supported 
the Home and School and seemed to be interested in its acti- 
vities. There were apparently few disputes among the 
members, and few complaints made concerning the school 

plant or the teaching staff. There appears to be no evi- 
dence that the Home and School is a trouble-making group or 


that the parents have an "axe to grind." 
XI. PROGRAM ACTIVITIES AND TOPICS 


In this section twenty-seven program activities and 
fifty-nine program topics were listed under the headings 
"Activities" and "Topics™ in the questionnaire. These 
lists were compiled largely from records that were kept of 
the Home and School announcements that appeared in the 
Edmonton Journal during the period from January 1960 to 
June 1961. Home and School material sent to interested 


local associations by the Provincial Executive during this 
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period was also examined for program suggestions. Useful 
program material appeared in the reports on annual conven- 
tions and workshops as well as in other publications such 
as the following: the 1960 Report of the Royal Commission 
of Education, the Programs for Seminars on the Development 
of Student Potential, A Study Guide for Merit Pay of 
Teachers, and various reports by the Home and School Com- 
mittees on Curriculum and Libraries. 

Under the heading "Activities," respondents were 
asked to choose, from a list of twenty-five items, the 
activities that were conducted as part of their regular 
planned programs. For each item selected, respondents were 
also requested to state the number of times the activity 
was conducted during the school year. Space was provided 
for the addition of other activities. The results are 
tabulated in Table XV on page 9e. 

Various activities were conducted a total of 1760 
times during the school year, according to the responses 
submitted by 82 respondents. Each unit, therefore, con- 
ducted these various activities an average of twenty-one 
times during the school year. 

Heading the list of activities reported by seventy- 
five of the eighty-two responding units (or 91 per cent) 


is the item dealing with refreshments that follow the 
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TABLE XV 


TABULATION OF PROGRAM ACTIVITIES (82 UNITS) 


Total Number of Average 
Activity Number Responding per 
Conducted Units Unit 

Refreshments at meetings 611 75 8.1 
Lectures or talks 228 73 3.2 
Film presentations 136 65 2.2 
Reports on workshops, 

conventions 114 68 lar 
Presentation of awards to 

students 88 72 Len 
Committeeor study group 

reports 86 31 2.8 
Introduction of teaching staff 80 80 1 
Panel discussions or debates 66 Ag a 
Displays (children's work, 

equipment, books, etc.) 56 AL +o 
Parents invited to discuss 

their problems with teachers 55 39 1.4 
Buzz sessions (small discus- 

sion groups 56 38 1.5 
Entertainment (music, dancing, 

games, etc.) not provided 

by children 52 29 is) 
Concerts or plays performed 

by children 38 30 1.3 
Tea parties (exclude refresh- 

ments at general meeting) 30 30 1 
Demonstrations of school acti- 

vities by students 28 20 1.4 
Graduation exercises 26 25 1 
Listening to recordings 24 18 1.3 
Selling of vitamin pills 19 i Re: La 
Demonstration lessons 16 15 1 
Whist drives LU 10 a 
Bazaars 4 7 ui 
Framing resolutions i 6 Lee 
Cake baking contests s 1 L 
Spelling bees (adult) 1 1 1 
Other activities (not tabulated) 25 19 4 


Total 1760 
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33 
general and executive meetings. This type of activity has 
already been discussed in Section IV--Social Activities. 

In that section ninety-two per cent of the responding units 
reported that refreshments were served following the local 
meetings. It was also noted that during a gathering of 
this nature as many ideas and thought-provoking experiences 
may be produced as the general meeting itself .30 

The fact that these two percentages were almost 
identical, although calculated from two sets of data, may 
indicate an earnest attempt for accuracy on the part of 
the respondents. Although refreshments do not normally 
constitute a major part of a formal program or program 
announcement, this item was included for the purpose of 
checking the accuracy of responses. 

The two most popular type of the more formal 
program activities are the lectures or talks (average: 
3.1 per unit), and the film presentations (average: 2.2 
per unit). Local groups that rely too heavily upon lectures 
and guest speakers for their programs are cautioned 
by Hymes, who has this to say concerning their use 
during PTA meetings in the United States: 


Certainly the most widely used meetings are those 
that "tell-them." This one type is employed so 


20566 supra, p. 57. 
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everlastingly and inappropriately that you cap easily 
feel that it ought to be banished forever.2 


Hymes then goes on to show how the lecture can serve 
a very worthwhile purpose at group meetings if used at the 
proper time. He describes the use and value of the lecture 
as follows: 

The proper and most useful time for the lecture is 
when people who have had some experience say: "We have 
gone this far, but now we are blocked." Their own 
examination of the problem, or the living that they 
have done thus far, has brought them to the point where 
they are ready to lap up new information. And then they 
go ahead on their own again. 

That, ideally is what the lecture approach should do. 
It should come exactly at the time when people are 
baffled. Their appetite for facts is whetted. This 
kind of meeting satisfies them and enables them to move 
on in their own search for a solution. The lecture is 
not the stopping point, but more nearly, the mid-way-- 
the fresh pouring in of ideas that leads to further 
thinking.2 

What Hymes has said regarding the use of lectures 

for group meetings could very well apply to the use made 
of films. Too often film presentations may either treat 
the topic studied in a superficial manner or they may 
divert the attention of the group away from the topic 
entirely. Sometimes a lecture or film may be the most 
convenient method of filling in an evening when nothing 
ply ; 
ymes, op. cit., p. 94. 


32Ibid. ) pp. 94-95. 
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specific has been planned. Lectures and films, if used 
wisely, can serve a more worthwhile purpose. 

Reports from delegates who attend conventions, work- 
shop sessions and study groups, constitute an important part 
of the Home and School program. Sixty-eight local units 
heard a total of 118 reports from the Convention and Work- 
shop delegates. The investigator did not discover what use 
was made of these reports in future activities and programs. 
If the reports were merely read and adopted without the oppor- 
tunity for adequate discussion, much of their value was 
probably lost. 

Further evidence that respondents tried to furnish 
accurate information is indicated in the item dealing with 
committee or group study reports in Table XV. The thirty- 
one responding units for this item corresponds to the exis- 
tence of thirty-one study groups reported earlier in this 
chapter. 33 

No further analysis of the activities tabulated in 
Table XV is made at this time. Occasional reference will be 
made to this table in Chapter V, when certain activities 
are discussed in relation to the objects and policies of 


the Home and School. 


33Sce supra, p. 5l. 
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In the questionnaire, the respondents were given a 
list of fifty-nine topics that would likely be studied 
during the 1960-61 school year. Space was provided for the 
respondent to list additional topics. For each topic 
selected, the respondents were asked to indicate the number 
of times the topic was studied during the year. The results 
are tabulated in Table XVI. Topics that were studied fewer 
than a total of ten times throughout the survey area do not 
appear in the table. 

The 34 topics that are ranked in Table XVI were 
studied a total of 760 times during the year. The remain- 
ing twenty-five topics (plus eight that were added by the 
respondents) were studied a total of 97 times. In all, some 
65 topics were studied a total of 857 times. Various topics, 
therefore, were studied an average of slightly more than 
ten times per unit, according to the responses of 82 units. 

Heading the list of topics is the Cameron Report 
which was studied a total of sixty-three times throughout the 
survey area. This is not surprising since the report received 
considerable publicity, and local units were encouraged by 
the Central Executive to include the Cameron Report in 
their yearly program plans. Twelve units studied this 
report on two occasions, while five units devoted more 
than two meetings to the study. The matter of safety 


precautions ranked fourth in the list of topics for study 
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with 25 units reporting two. Obviously the Lamont School 

Bus Disaster made many parents safety conscious, which is 

to be expected, particularly in the rural areas where the 
majority of the children travel to school by bus. The 
Cameron Report and School Bus Safety were also the topics 
most frequently chosen for group study, as reported earlier 
in this chapter.?4 In the next chapter, several other topics 
that appear in Table XVI are discussed in relation to Home 
and School objects and policies. 


XII. RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE 


Fifty-nine of the eighty-four responding units 
stated that they would permit the investigator to look 
through their association records for the 1960-61 school 
year. Nine respondents stated that they would not permit 
the records to be examined, while four stated that they 
felt that such an examination would not be worthwhile. 
Twelve respondents did not reply to the request. Such 
responses indicated, generally, that the local units were 
prepared to cooperate further by making additional infor- 
mation for this study readily available. 

Fifty respondents reported that the questionnaire 


was completed by one person. A breakdown of individual 


24s ce Table V. 
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questionnaire respondents was as follows: thirty-nine secre- 
taries, five presidents, four program chairmen, one principal, 
and one person unknown. In eighteen instances the question- 
naire was completed by two persons: the president and secre- 
tary, in nine instances; and by persons unknown, in nine 
instances. 

Seven questionnaires were completed by a group of 
three persons, and six by a group of more than three persons. 
The quality of the responses or the completeness of the 
questionnaires did not appear to be affected by the number 


of persons in the group or by the position that they held. 
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CHAPTER V 
LOCAL ACTIVITIES IN RELATION TO OBJECTS AND POLICIES 


Certain Objects and Policies which apply to the Cana- 
dian Federation and to all its member groups appear in the 
1960 Handbook as the official Constitution of all local 
units. These objects and policies are stated as follows: 

Objects: 

1. To promote the welfare of children and youth. 
2. To raise the standards of home life. 


3. To promote and secure adequate legislation 
for the care and protection of children and 
youth, 


4, To foster co-operation between parents and 
teachers in the training and guidance of 
children and youth, both during and after the 
school period. 


5. To obtain the best for each child according to 
his physical, mental, social and spiritual needs. 


6. To give parents an understanding of the school 
and its work, and to assist in interpreting the 
school in all its aspects to the public. 


7. To confer and co-operate with organizations other 
than schools which concern themselves with the 
care, protection and training of children and 
youth in the home, school and community; and with 
the education of adults to meet these responsi- 
bilities. 


8. To foster high ideals of citizenship and pat- 
riotism; and to promote, through educational means, 
international goodwill and peace. 
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Policies: 


1. The Policies and programme shall be 
educational. 


e. The Federation and its member groups shall be 
non-commercial, non-partisan, non-sectarian 
and non-racial,1l 
The plan of this chapter is to discuss these objects 
and policies in relation to the program activities and 
topics that are tabulated in Tables XV and XVI. To what 
extent are these activities and topics consistent with the 
official objects and policies of the Home and School 
Association? 
The objects and policies, as they are stated, are 
not distinctly different from one another in meaning. There 
is considerable overlapping; for example, an activity which 
promotes "the welfare of children and youth" might also 
"raise the standards of home life." Moreover, objects and 
policies are stated in rather vague and general terms and, 
therefore, could be subjected to a variety of interpretations. 
Local units could, in fact, carry on activities that are 
obviously not desirable, and justify these activities merely 
by saying that they interpreted the official objects and 
policies in a certain manner. For example, local groups 


could justify elaborate fund-raising activities by saying 


11960 Handbook, op. cit., pp. 4-5. 
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that they were carrying out the first objective: "to promote 
the welfare of children and youth.™ An attempt will be made, 
therefore, to relate the official objects and policies to 
the more practical and realistic aspects of local activities. 
For each object or policy discussed, only a few of the local 
activities that appear appropriate for the achievement of 
that object will be chosen. It is realized that this Home 
and School object or policy might be achieved by carrying 
out many activities. It is also possible that one local 
activity could satisfy the practical requirements of several 
of these objects and policies. In order to avoid duplica- 
tion of meaning and to minimize the overlapping of ideas, 
each object is given a somewhat narrow interpretation. For 
each object discussed, reference is made to certain items 
which are listed under the headings Activities and Topics 

in the questionnaire. 

Object 1: To promote the welfare of children and 
youth. The achievement of this object is interpreted in 
terms of the help that is given to handicapped, under- 
privileged, and problem children. This help does not 
include safety precautions, which is dealt with in Object 3, 
nor does it include health, which is dealt with in Object 5. 
Five specific topics, which were designed to measure the 


achievement of this object, were listed in the questionnaire. 
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Four of these topics are ranked as follows in Table XVI: 
problems of high school students (7th); handicapped or 
retarded children (2lst); parents invited to discuss prob- 
lems with teachers (22nd), and U.N.I.C.E.F. (United Nations! 
International Children's Emergency Fund) ranked thirtieth. 
One topic, problem children, does not appear in Table XVI 
Since it was studied fewer than ten times throughout the 
survey area. 

Generally speaking, the preceding items ranked low 
in the list of topics that were studied in the survey area. 
The reason for this may be that the welfare of children, as 
it is defined in this section, may not be the concern of 
many rural Home and School Units. It is possible that other 
agencies may be better equipped to deal with underprivileged, 
handicapped, and delinquent children. It is also possible 
that comparatively few welfare problems require the atten- 
tion of the Home and School in rural areas. 

Object 2: To raise the standards of home life. Nine 
topics dealing with the improvement of home life were listed 
in the questionnaire. Six of these topics appear in Table 
XVI and are ranked as follows: educational responsibilities 
of parents(8th); parent education (12th); clothing require- 
ments at school (19th); alcoholism (25th); television (27th); 


and child discipline (34th). Some attention apparently has 
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been given towards the achievement of this object according 
to the rank order of the preceding six topics. Little or 

no attention, however, was given to the three topics that 
dealt with reading and leisure-time activities at home. 

In the opinion of the investigator, reading and leisure-time 
activities should have been given more attention. 

Object 3: To promote and secure legislation for the 
care and protection of children and youth. The practices 
and policies of the Department of Education, the School 
Boards, and the local schools, appear to be the concern of 
the Home and School according to this object. Regulations 
governing the school curriculum, safety precautions, and 
public health all have a bearing upon the care and protec- 
tion of children and youth. The fact that Highway and School 
Bus Safety headed the list of requests for action, as repor- 
ted in Table X, emphasized the concern felt by parents fol- 
lowing the Lamont school bus disaster. This is also borne 
out by the fact that "safety precautions" ranked fourth in 
total times studied throughout the survey area, according 
to Table XVI. And the fact that "school subjects or 
curriculum" ranked third in total times studied, according 
to Table XVI, may also indicate that local Home and School 
groups are keenly interested in the school curriculum, The 


topic "health of the child," which ranked fifteenth, 
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indicated a lesser need for the study of the general health 
of school children. 

Table X has already indicated that 37 requests for 
changes in educational practices and policies were made by 
31 responding units in the survey area. As Section VII in 
Chapter IV has already pointed out, some of the requests 
made on behalf of the Home and School may require careful 
study before direct action can be effectively taken. By 
working with other educational agencies, local groups can, 
perhaps, achieve this object more effectively. 

Object 4: To foster cooperation between parents and 
teachers in the training and guidance of children and youth, 
both during and after the school period. In Table XVI, 
several topics that ranked among the first twelve in total 
times studied appeared appropriate for the achievement of 
this object. These topics, in descending order, are as 
follows: “problems of high school students"; "vocations and 
careers"; “report cards"; "homework"; and "parent education." 
Further evidence of cooperation between parents and teachers 
was indicated by the following activity which was reported 
by 39 responding units in Table XV: "parents invited to 
discuss their problems with teachers." 

Since the above topics ranked high in frequency of 


mention, according to Table XVI, local units appear to be 
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carrying on activities consistent with the object of bring- 
ing the home and school into closer relationship. Parents 
and teachers may both benefit from discussions dealing with 
"report cards" and "homework" for example. A moderate 
amount of social activity also fosters cooperation between 
parents and teachers. For this reason, the social activi- 
ties (refreshments, entertainment, concerts, and parties) 
which are listed in Table XV, are likely beneficial. 

Object 5: To obtain the best for each child accor- 
ding to his physical, mental, social and spiritual needs. 
For this object Home and School activities and topics, which 
appeared to have a direct influence upon child development, 
were examined. For the child's physical development, 
matters dealing with sports and health were studied. For 
his mental and social development, the presentation of 
awards, graduation exercises and school concerts were 
examined. "Religious education" was listed in the question- 
naire as a topic designed to indicate the attention given 
to the child's religious needs in the local units. For 
this object the money spent by the local units for children's 
activities is given special consideration. 

Expenditures for children's physical activities 
headed the list for school expenditures, according to Table 


XII. Athletic and playground equipment accounted for a 
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total expenditure of $1994 in 25 local units. Although a 
larger number of local units (45) presented awards, scholar- 
ships, and trophies, the total expenditure for these items 
was somewhat less (#1642). Expenditures for books and for 
audio-visual equipment were about the same. Thirteen units 
spent a total of $1276 for library and classroom books, 
while eleven units spent a total of $1203 for audio-visual 
equipment. A variety of items designed to benefit children 
physically and mentally are being purchased from Home and 
School funds, according to the preceding data. 

Three activities dealing with the child's social 
development appear in Table XV, and are ranked as follows: 
"concerts or plays performed by children" (13th); "demon- 
strations of school activities performed by students" (15th); 
and "graduation exercises" (16th). One topic, "health of 
the child," ranked fifteenth in the list of thirty-four topics 
found in Table XVI. The topic "religious education" was stud- 
ied only five times and, therefore, does not appear in Table 
XVI. 

Generally speaking, local groups appear to be actively 
engaged in a variety of projects which deal directly with 
child development. Their financial support towards projects 
designed to stimulate physical and intellectual development 
appears to be substantial. Some attention to the child's 


social development is being given in the local programs. 
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Very little attention to the child's religious development 
was reported by the local units in the survey area. 

Object 6: To give parents an understanding of the 
school and its work, and to assist in interpreting the 
school in all its aspects to the public. Activities such 
as demonstrations by teachers and students, displays, tours 
of classrooms, and sessions involving group discussion and 
participation, provide many opportunities — achieving 
this object. Table XV records these and similar activities 
in order of their frequency of mention. Generally speaking, 
these activities rank fairly high when compared with the 
other activities tabulated. Fortunately, the social acti- 
vities such as entertainment (music, dancing, games, etc.), 
tea parties, and whist drives, which are of doubtful educa- 
tional value, rank somewhat lower in frequency of mention. 
The topics that would most likely achieve this object also 
rank fairly high in frequency of mention, according to 
Table XVI. The Cameron Report ranks first as the topic 
most frequently studied, and "school or curriculum" ranks 
third. Other appropriate topics that rank fairly high are 
"Vocations and careers" (9th), "Report cards" (10th), and 
"School libraries" (13th). Local units appear to be making 
an earnest effort to achieve this object according to their 


choice of activities and topics. 
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Object 7: To confer and cooperate with organizations 
other than schools which concern themselves with the care, 
protection and training of youth in the home, school and 
community; and with the education of adults to meet these 
responsibilities. The following topics pertaining to the 
achievement of this object were listed in the questionnaire: 
"Community league activities or problems," "Activities of the 
Y.M.C.A.," "Pedal Pushers Club," "Community recreational 
facilities" and "Religious education." Only one of these 
topics, "Community recreational facilities" (studied by 19 
units), appears in Table XVI as a topic that was studied 
more than ten times throughout the survey area. The number 
of units that studied the above topics, which did not appear 
in Table XVI, were as follows: "Community league activities 
or problems" (5), "Religious education" (3), "Activities of 
the Y.M.C.A." (2), and "Pedal Pushers Club" (1). Probably 
not more than one third of the local units in the survey area 
sought to achieve this object by a study of appropriate 
topics during the general meetings. 

This does not necessarily mean that the Home and 
School groups are neglecting this object. Many community 
activities are well organized and efficiently conducted. 
These activities may not require the assistance of the Home 


and School. Where community recreational or child develop- 


erit 08 geinisdieq eotqod sntwoLtey! odT -potsbtidtenogeon 
sonipanekasoue eid at beteti siew soofdo elds to taemevetdos 
oft to eotsdivivoA" ",emeldorqg 10 eetsivivos ougsol ys tnummoo" 


fsnoljsetost ysinummod" ",duld eredevt Lsbed™ %.A.O.M.T 
seord to eno ylanO ".notdsoubs evotgileA” bas "eetvtftost 


el yd bstbute) “estvtlfost Lenotsss%oe yoinusmmod" eotqos 


betbude esw gedit olqos 6 as IVE olde? nf ercsqqe’ , (eviny 
rsdaun sdT .89%S yovane eds svodyyvouls eomis not nsdd sixom 
1seqas Jon bib dotdw ,~eotqods evods odd botbuse dedd edinu to 


eettivitos sugsel ywinummed" <ewollot as —— <IVE olde? nt 
lo astdivigog" ,(€) "moisevwbe etokgtion” . (2) “ems ldorq 0 
yidedort .(L) "dl ersdewd [ebed™ bre .(S) *.A0.MLY eft 

seis ysvine od at ediny Leool eds To biids eno nedt etom ton 


9istiqoiggs to ybuse Bs yd Joetdo elds evelios oF driguoe 
-egniseom fereney odd gntwwb eotqos 
bas smoH edd soda neom -yLiuseeesen Yon esob eat -72-” 


vdinummoo yasM .sostdo ekdd gitsselgen exs equorg Loose 


-bedoubuoo ylénetoltie bas besineg7o Low x8 eeidivives 


enoH edt to sonstetees ett oxtuper Jon vem eo 
-qolsveb blido 10 Lenoidestoe% ydbanitines” 6 


bf 


ment facilities appear to be lacking or undesirable, however, 
the Home and School may take whatever action that is neces- 
sary. A local Home and School could, for example, promote 
the development of a recognized youth-building organization 
such as the Boy Scouts. Or should undesirable features 
appear evident in organized sports such as hockey or basket- 
ball, the Home and School can take the necessary action. 

Good judgment and common sense can effectively guide Home 


and School groups in the achievement of this object. 


Object 8: To foster high ideals of citizenship and 
patriotism; and to promote, through educational means, inter- 


national goodwill. and patriotism. The investigator felt 
that the achievement of this object could not be adequately 


measured in a questionnaire survey. However, two topics, 
"U.N.I.C.E.F." and "United Nations," were listed in the 
questionnaire as possible items relating to the achievement 
of this object. Both items ranked low in total times studied, 
according to Table XVI: "U.N.I.C.E.F." ranked thirtieth, 

and "United Nations" ranked thirty-second. Very little 
interest was, therefore, indicated in the topics dealing 


with the achievement of this object. 


Policy 1; The policies and programs shall be 


educational. Generally speaking, the tabulation and the 


analysis of the questionnaire returns has revealed that the 
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activities and programs of the local units in the survey area 
are educational. A more significant observation is that some 
activities and programs may be of greater educational worth 
than others. Before the educational worth of these activi- 
ties and programs can be determined with any degree of 
accuracy, several factors must be taken into consideration. 
Such factors as membership characteristics, immediate school 
needs, community resources, and long range objectives are 
important considerations. Although some reference has been 
made to the probable value of certain activities and programs, 
this study does not attempt to determine the educational 


worth of the Home and School. 


Policy 2: The Federation and its member groups shall 
be non-commercial, non-partisan, non-sectarian and non-racial. 


No reference to the observation or violation of this policy 

was found by the investigator in the examination of Home and 
School literature. No questionaire items dealing with this 

policy were constructed since it was likely that this 


policy was observed by local units. 
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CHAPTER VI 
SUMMARY OF PRINCIPAL FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 


The Home and School is generally regarded as being a 
well-meaning organization interested in children and the 
school. This impression can be readily understood since 
parents and teachers comprise its membership. The need for 
and the trend towards increased participation by citizens in 
the study and solution of educational problems gives special 
Significance to the unique position of the Home and School. 
It brings together parents, teachers, educators, and 
community facilities in an organization dedicated to the 
education and welfare of children. The potentialities 
of the organization for service to public education are apparent 
The primary purpose of this study was to determine the nature 
and extent of Home and School activities at the local level 
in the Edmonton area. More specific information is needed 
about the organization from teachers, educators, the public, 
and from the members themselves. 

Certain characteristics of the Home and School move- 
ment are evident from the study of its development. The Home 
and School is a volunteer service organization made up of 
volunteer workers giving of their time and energies in the 
achievement of Home and School purposes. Local units are 


largely autonomous, mainly receiving only suggestions and 
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guidance from provincial and national organizations. The 
Home and School movement emphasizes cooperation with many 
other organizations that are concerned with the development 
of children. 

The principal findings and conclusions that deal more 
directly with the ddmonton rural survey area are as follows: 

General Organization. Over 50 per cent of the parent 
and teacher members are associated with schools that teach 
Grades I-XII, and 24 per cent of the parent and teacher 
members are associated with schools that teach the elemen- 
tary and junior high school grades. For this reason, rural 
units may experience considerable difficulty in developing a 
program of activities and topics of interest to the majority 
of parents and teachers. This lack of interest may have been 
indicated in Table XIV by the fact that 55 responding units 
reported that "small average attendance at monthly meetings" 
was a “serious problem." 

It was found that 31 per cent of the members are 
fathers, approximately 52 per cent are mothers, and 
approximately 16 per cent are teachers. The mothers are 
more interested in belonging to the Home and School than 
are the fatherse This conclusion may also apply to the 


Edmonton rural survey area. 


Teacher participation in the Home and School affairs 
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did not appear to be a problem. It was found that over 60 
per cent of the teachers in the survey area joined the Home 
and School, Fifty-three responding units reported that 
"insufficient interest shown by the teachers" was not a 
problem. 

Approximately 15 per cent of the parents with school 
children belonged to the Home and School in the survey area 
during the 1960-61 school year. This percentage was slightly 
higher than the provincial average, which was slightly less 
than 10 per cent for the same period. These percentages fail 
to meet the 1946 Handbook standard that "at least fifty per 
cent of the homes represented by children in the school. . . 
belong to the Home and School." They also fall short of 
Grebner'ts conclusion that "all, or nearly all, families with 
children in school should be represented in PTA membership." 

The average attendance at the monthly meetings was 
thirty-five which was somewhat lower than the average member-= 
ship of 46.6. The lower attendance at monthly meetings may 
be due to the fact that some members join the association but 
attend infrequently. Five respondents reported that over two 
hundred parents may turn out for special occasions. 

More than 50 per cent of the local units held between 


eight and nine general meetings during the year. General 
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meetings ranged from one and one-half to two hours in 
length. A typical unit could, therefore, spend from ten to 
sixteen hours a year dealing with educational matters. 

Nature and Extent of Study Groups. Slightly more than 
one-third of the local units reported the existence of study 
groups. This does not meet the 1946 Handbook standard that 
each local group have at least one study group a year that 
deals seriously and not superficially with an important 
topic or phase of Home and School affairs. Failure to pro- 
vide adequate group study and discussion at the general 
meetings appeared to be a weakness in the survey area. 

Membership Participations in Group Activities. A 
comparison of parent and teacher membership on executive 
committees, other committees, and study groups, revealed 
a relatively higher degree of teacher participations in each 
instance. Teachers, more than parents appear, therefore, to 
be actively involved in Home and School affairs. 

Social Activities. The practice of serving refresh- 
ments following the local meetings was observed by over 
ninety per cent of the local units. The informal setting, 
the good fellowship, and the easy flow of conversation may 
produce as many ideas and thought-provoking experiences as 
the general meeting itself. Social activities involving 
dancing, games, tea parties and whist drives, which are of 


doubtful educational value should be used with moderation, 
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however. On one or two occasions during the year such 
activities can lay a foundation for effective working 
relationships in future meetings. 

Planning the Year's Program. Over 50 per cent of 
the responding units reported that they planned their pro- 
gram each month or as they became due. The 1946 Handbook 
recommended that the year's program be planned in advance 
as far as possible. Burgard also discovered that local 
PTA units in Pennsylvania that planned their programs for 
the year were more efficient than those units that prepared 
their programs from month to month. 

Local Interest in Association Affairs. Local units 
in the survey area were represented at the various meetings 
sponsored by the Provincial Executive as follows: Regional 
Council Meetings (47 units), Convention (46 units), and Banff 
Workshop (22 units). It was also discovered that over two- 
thirds of the literature received from provincial or regional 
directors was brought to the attention of the local executives. 
The nature and extent of further action taken by local units 
with respect to this literature was not determined. 

Influence Exerted Upon Other Educational Agencies. 
Thirty-seven requests from eighty-two responding units were 
made for changes in the practices and policies of the local 


school, the School Board, and the Department of Education. 
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This total number of requests for changes is relatively small 
and does not suggest that the Home and School is a "pressure 
group." Whether or not these requests had any influence upon 
the three educational agencies mentioned above was not determined. 

The changes requested by the thirty-seven units 
appeared to be fairly typical of matters that would likely 
concern the majority of rural associations during the 1960-61 
year. One item in particular indicated concern for the safety 
of school children--a concern that was evidently intensified 
by the Lamont School bus tragedy. As a result, seven requests 
for changes dealing with the safety of school children were 
reported. 

The Raising and Spending of Money. Excluding membership 
fees, the total money raised by seventy-five units was $13,531. 
In addition to this amount, a total of $4,397 was raised by 
membership fees. The most popular methods of raising money 
appeared to be the following: use of local talent, banquets, 
and various types of sales. Sporting events such as track 
meets, fastball, basketball, curling, and hockey appeared to 
be the most remunerative methods of raising money. Seventy- 
six units reported that a total of $5,181 was spent for ess- 
ential purposes (dues to the Provincial Executive and normal 
operating expenses), while $9,953 was spent on non-essential 
items. Sports equipment accounted for the largest total amount 


spent for non-essential purposes. It was found that approx- 


GLE . 

} Lt ; . 

{iene yleviselot ak wegaaco Sh OSES : . ihe e 
exveasiq" 8 at Loote® bas swoH ent gad J a tom ae 1s 


aoqu someultnk yas bed atdeupsd eapady tot, 20 meddocit. Mag 
.bootuzeted don esw svods Benolsnea aetsregs Sa 
aviau nevea-ydtbsid exit ve besmeupet acgneds edt ay 
efoaties bivew tadd sted dem: to fsolqyd ylatet a, 08, aaa rm) 
Fo-O80L orld yotmwh enotietoones [anna to yo itotam- Reto 
vitsies oft tot ateonoo bedant bat. lanai rl mest 9m0 .t80e 
bekitlenetnt yiidebive esw dans ngeonoo a--cierbl iro Loorisa Yo 
ategpupel aevea ,iluast 6 aA .ybegatd aud a ma 
exrew neibitds Loorise To yietss edgy dtw gatiseb soanade oe" Y 
we tel tee ee . 
gtiigrsdwem privy lox age ak , 
LEGeELE sew adinw evit-yiaever Yd boats ysnom Ant Se oD nf 
Vd beats saw TRE MG to Latot @ .Shwome etdd stave | 
youon goles to ebotten seivgeg Jeon sdf .s9e% qi 
.eioupisd ,daeled Iavel to sey symtwotlot end os 02 en 
wostt eas dove etneve gatvioge -aelse * to aeqys 8 obs 
ot beiseqgs yedood bas ,antiao Liedsedead — imtaa em 
-ysasveG .vedom yateter to abodtam. iene ater ay en 
~aao tot toeges saw LOL .d¢ to fated #1 = isle hai ap ad 
Laaxon Be ovidwoext Letoalvert i 08 a Ib Ra st 
Lsiinseegssnon to smeas. aw CCE.ee i she ih 
jnvone Letod tesgrsl eft 1et : ye 
=satiena jedd bao? aaw LE , tae alee 
“igs re 


— 


sick ih 


ru 


is 


ec >... Wis 


119 
imately 15 per cent in seventy-three units, as Home and School 
members, are raising and spending money for the benefit of all 
school children. 

Local Publicity. The two most popular methods. used 
to publicize general meetings were the delivery of mimeo- 
graphed announcements by children to their parents and 
announcements in the local papers. An average of slightly 
less than two methods were used for publicity purposes 
throughout the survey area. The most serious problem in 
the survey area, in the opinion of the questionnaire respon- 
dents, was "small attendance at monthly meetings." It is 
possible that a more vigorous publicity campaign might 
alleviate this problem. 

Opinions Concerning Local Problems. In addition to the 
problem of small attendance at the monthly meetings, other 
serious problems were reported as follows: unwillingness of 
suitable persons to accept executive positions (33 respon- 
ses); reluctance of members to participate in group study 
activities (30 responses); and too few male members (22 
responses). These findings indicated a lack of parental 
interest in Home and School affairs as well as a reluctance 
to participate in the activities and responsibilities of 
membership. 

The item "uncertainty regarding the value or effec- 


tiveness of program activities" was reported as a less 
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serious problem by thirty-eight respondents. Generally 
speaking, the respondents indicated that the problems dealing 
with the value or quality of the programs and meetings were 
less serious. Two items, "complaints concerning the teach- 
ing staff" and "the principal does not cooperate," were not 
a problem in the survey area. 

Program Activities and Topics. During the school year 
Home and School groups conducted between eight and nine 
general meetings. The average length of each meeting was 
between one and one-half and two hours. Each unit reported 
that certain activities were conducted an average of twenty- 
ones times during the school year, while certain topics were 
studied an average of slightly more than ten times during the 
Same period. The time available for the development of worth- 
while program activities and topics appears to be quite 
limited. This is a problem which requires the attention of 
capable leaders and enthusiastic members. Good leadership can 
give purpose, guidance, and inspiration to the group. More 
parents and teachers should become actively involved in Home 
and School affairs. Topics and activities should be chosen 
with great care, by taking into consideration such factors as 
the immediate needs, long-range plans, the limited time avail- 


able, the objects and policies of the Home and School, and 


the varied interests of the group. 
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CHAPTER VII 


AN EVALUATION OF THE PRESENT STUDY WITH RECOMMENDATIONS 


CONCERNING FUTURE RESEARCH 


The present study is not free from weakness. One of 
its chief limitations is found in the use of the question- 
naire method for collectiing information and data. Although 
it seemed necessary to have a long questionnaire to secure 
adequate information upon which to base valid conclusions, 
the percentage of returns was small. This small percentage 
of returns was partially offset by sending out a total of 
118 questionnaires, which represented approximately one- 
fifth of all local Home and School units in the province of 
Alberta. In Home and School research of this nature, how- 
ever, a larger number of cases in the sampling of local units 
appears desirable. 

Certain precautions should be observed in the use of 
the questionnaire method of collecting data in future Home 
and School research in the province of Alberta. Within the 
past eighteen months, two other surveys have used the ques- 
tionnaire method of research to gather information from local 
units. Dr. Robert James, Professor of Sociology, University 
of Alberta, gathered information from a random sampling of 


all units in the province of Alberta, while Tom McKendrye, a 
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graduate student at the same university, sampled all local 
units in the City of Edmonton. For this reason, further 
questionnaire research is not recommended at the present 
time. 

The analysis of the questionnaire returns has revealed 
certain weaknesses in the reliability and objectivity of the 
data. Generally speaking, the responses to the objective 
items were complete. However, respondents made little use 
of the spaces that were provided for additional information. 
For example, respondents were asked to state other activities 
and topics in addition to the lists provided, but very few 
additional activities and topics were stated. Nine respon- 
dents, however, expressed strong personal feelings by stating 
personal opinions on the last pages of the questionnaire. 
Questionnaire items that seek information requiring respon- 
dents to express personal opinions regarding the Home and 
School may be of doubtful value. 

This does not mean that future Home and School 
research should be discouraged, however. The investigator 
feels that the present study has barely "scratched the sur- 
face" of research in Home and School affairs. Few educators 
will question the value of effective home-school relations 
in the education and training of children. A general con- 
sensus of opinion reveals, however, that the relations between 


parents and teachers could be improved. An organization of 
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parents and teachers appears to be the most logical means 
of improving these relations. Additional research that is 
designed to improve home-school relations is, therefore, 
desirable. 

More research is needed before satisfactory answers 
can be obtained to the five questions that were set forth in 
the first chapter of this study. With this in mind, each 
question is now examined briefly in the light of the pertinent 
literature that was uncovered, together with results of the 
findings in the Edmonton district survey area. 

How many parents and teachers are actively engaged in 
the Home and School at the local level? Approximately 15 
per cent of the parents joined the Home and School. Less 
than one-third of the parent members were men. Not all of 
the parent members attended the meetings regularly, and it 
was generally felt that the members were reluctant to assume 
executive and committee duties. Nearly two-thirds of the 
teachers employed in the survey area belonged to the Home and 
School. The teachers-members assumed a relatively larger 
share of responsibility in executive and committee work. 
Since the strengths and weaknesses of any organization may 
be found in terms of the characteristics of its members, 
additional research is needed to answer the following related 


questions: What are the members like? Why did they join the 
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Home and School? Why are the majority of parents not members 
of the Home and School? To which areas of Home and School 
activities do members give most attention? Although local 
units reported a variety of activities, the majority of these 
activities appeared to be ordinary and uninspiring. No 
specific activity appeared to receive intense study or 
attention although the influences of the Cameron Report and 
the Lamont School Bus Disaster were apparent in some local 
units. Few specific activities were studied more than once 
during the year. Nearly all units felt the need for devoting 
one meeting to fund-raising purposes. With a parent member- 
ship of approximately 15 per cent, the activities appeared to 
be of little interest to the vast majority of the parents. 
Research that is designed to improve the programs and 
activities at the local level is needed. 

Are local activities consistent or inconsistent with 
Home and School objects and policies? The objects and policies, 
as they are stated in the Handbook, are broad in meaning and 
can be subjected to a variety of interpretations. For this 
reason, it could be said that all, or nearly all, the Home 
and School activities were consistent with the objects of the 
Home and School. 

By giving each object a somewhat narrow and more precise 


interpretation, an attempt was made to determine the extent in 
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which certain activities were consistent with the Home and 
School objects. Although there was some indication that 
the activities were generally consistent with these objects, 
the questionnaire results were not convincing. More reliable 
information could likely be obtained by having trained 
observers present at some of the local meetings. 

How much influence do local associations exert upon 
the Provincial Home and School executive, and vice versa? 
Forty-seven local units were represented at one or more 
regional council meetings, and forty-six at the annual 
convention, but only twenty-two units were represented at 
the annual provincial workshop. Local units may or may not 
be giving adequate support to the provincial executive, 
according to these figures. Inadequate local support is 
indicated, however, by the fact that a total of only sixteen 
resolutions were submitted to the provincial executive. 

Although the findings were inconclusive, local units 
apparently obtained a substantial amount of useful program 
material from the provincial executive. Local units apparently 
made some use of the material designed to encourage the study 
of The Cameron Report. More use could have been made of 
The Alberta Home and School News, the official magazine of 
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home, the school, and the community? The activities of the 
local units may have had some influence on the homes of the 
15 per cent of the parents who were members. It is most 
unlikely that the homes of the remaining 85 per cent of the 
parents in the survey area were influenced by local Home and 
School activities. By meeting and working with some of the 
parents, the teachers may have obtained a better knowledge 
and understanding of the school children. It is doubtful, 
however, that the local associations were successful in their 
attempts to influence the practices and policies of schools 
in their respective areas. Home and School influence upon 
the community could not be determined in this study. In 
some areas it was reported that the lack of interest in Home 
and School activities was due to a greater interest displayed 
in other community activities. 

The answers to some of the problems can, perhaps, be 
discovered through the use of other research techniques. 
Generally speaking, the questionnaire respondents indicated 
that they were quite willing to cooperate in additional 
research. Since the majority of respondents were willing to 
have their association records examined, and since a few 
extended invitations to attend the monthly meetings, it is 
likely that the observation and interview methods could be 


successfully used. With these methods, trained observers 
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and interviewers could be present at some of the local meet- 


ings. Information that is obtained in this matter would 


likely be more objective and reliable. 


With regard to the achievement of Home and School ob- 


jects, local units might find the following suggestions helpful: 
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The objects of the Home and School, as stated in the 


1960 Handbook, can, perhaps, be better under- 
stood if interpreted in the light of current 
educational practices and policies acceptable to 
this province. Activities and programs could 


then be designed.to meet local needs. 


Local units may find that other educational 


agencies are already working successfully 
towards the achievement of certain Home and 
School objects. Duplication of effort should, 
therefore, be avoided, although cooperation 
with other educational agencies may be bene- 
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Educational matters that appear to be the responsi- 


bility of the Home and School local units should 
receive vigorous rather than superficial treat- 


ment. 


The achievement of the objects of the Home and 


School can be facilitated by encouraging 
educational leaders to become actively 


involved in Home and School affairs. 


a oh _ 
Wst | | ie “ 


-tosi taht -Slie-rar wie G0 ivied 
bLuow sogdem eidd at bemtsddo et Puts nse | 
a8 -sidetilet bas avisoetdo ac 
~Jdo Loons® bac smo Yo sidivneade ahaa 
:{uiqiod enoltveogaue satwollet ed3 batt ddgim edtaw Le00 
silt ni betste es ,foodo® bas omoH SAt to adoetdo edt 
-iebny tetted od ,eqsdtsq mes <foodbash Oder “ eT 
Jasitwo to sdgtif edt mt bederqtedmt TE booge = —° 9 7" 
ot sldstqesoos estotlog bas esotdosiq ‘Ienotssoube = = 9 * 
bluoo ems1g01q bas seisivisvoA .eonkvorq elds atu sigmasiale 
.ebsen Lso0L- seem od.bonaieeb od node ee ae 
Isfoitdsoube rsido Jedd? balt yom ibinar teed aygree od, A 
vilyzessoue gnitiow ybsorls ots eetonege: | 9) 
ine omoH mtsdts9 to tnemevetsdos edd ebiswos ‘eae is 
~bivode gxotle to nolssotiqnud .edoetdo foodo@ <a 
noksexrsqoos dausodsis ,bebtovs od ~etoleteds wis 
~ensd od ysm eetoness Ienotseosbe tendo dtiw 
starry 
| ‘etenoqgest edd od of aseqqs sadd exestem Lenotteoubt st 
| biwode ettau Isool Loods& bne emo ae 
-dsext Istottisque neid isdd¢st ‘evorogiv ev 
o “8 
bits omOH of3 ‘6 wits ns 
gnigetiioone xd 
Ylevisos smooed ot sb 
-etistis Looroe bis" enol at 


a 


ie ; 


eae 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Alberta Department of Education. Fifty-Sixth Annual 
Report--1961. (Edmonton: Queen's Printer for 
Alberta, 1962). 


Brehaut, Willard. A Quarter Century of Research in Canada. 
Published Doctor's Thesis, The University Toronto, 
Department of Educational Research, 1950. 


Brown, (Mrs.) Rollin. "Memo to Local Presidents." National 
Congress Bulletin, Vol. 25, No. 4, December 1957. 
Chicago: National Congress of Parents and Teachers. 


Bucker, Cobb W. "Community Activities of Elementary School 
Principals of Pennsylvania." Review of Educational 
Research, Vol. XXV, No. 4, October 1955, 


Buehring, Leo E. "New Pattern: Community Schools." The 
Nation's Schools, Vol. LXI, No. 1 (January 1958). 


Burgard, Karl H. "Characteristics of Principal Officers of 
Pennsylvania in Relation to the Efficiency of the Assoc- 
iation."” Unpublished Doctor's Thesis, University of 
Pittsburgh, 1940, cited by Grebner, Lee G. (35mm. film 
strip, University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Michigan). 


Butterworth, Julian E. The Parent-Teachers Association and 
Its Work. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1929. 


Campbell, William Giles. Form and Style in Thesis Writing. 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1954. 


Census of Canada--1961, Families by Size. Ottawa: Dominion 
Bureau of Stastics, 1962. 


Crosby, Otis A., and Proud, Philip J. "What Citizens Really 
Think About Schools." Nations Schools, Vol. LII (Novem- 
ber 1953), cited by Grebner, Lee G. (35 mm. filmstrip, 
University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Michigan). 


"Brom the Magazines." Canadian Home and School, December 
1955. Toronto: Official Magazine--The Canadian Home 
and School and Parent-Teacher Federation, Inc. 


Golden Jubilee History. Chicago: National Congress of 
arents and Weachers, 1947. 


5 


: erpen cvioat ae 


~~ tO. Soom 1soup 7= --T ec 


oS teow (Sd@L v7 


ea Peer savin $y ES) Fis yeien 


O20 L pein Lanasdeent® 30 19 smomdae 


CE " atnebteotd £ of omoM" nt (.am ora ‘og 
. 5 (rte 


@6L tedmesegd 4 , a: Lov 
.8tesoseT hme ejcisiad to. qeasgund 


Loorioh Yratgowell to 2OKSLWETOA 4 ; ddod .1exouh 
Lsdolisoubs 4% a { to igen ¥ 
Eee Se aeee8. <b a Ast cele 


sit "“Vsfoorte&.. tet wa wot" .a ood 

. ~(8@QL yreuest oer el .foV , 
to awooltIO Lagtonia® Yo ites «Hf — a brag 4 

~908 é4 ety to youslolLTIa rit berg Stideca oa 

to yvievevinUu .atesdT eros armel 2 ee, 
altt .ai@e) .D sed .teadesp a rom 4a pen ie 

. (aes tos . Toda coer .anlttorolm ysl wov Eau <a | i, 
bos mots Hoeeesacaek & sxpilog we fab tut Soret 

2s ~ «eSeL ¢ YnSsEnO 


Bit dinw ap Fe PIM 
Anan SSS aa iN nosdguol snodecm  ” 
solnimed +: swast0 ONES xa ale . £001--absasd sbsis) to ve ; f 


meRTAGTE = 


sof amesksto tecw"  .G gts 
<useea) Tid .£0V <b 2 
tt adamLeid im cf} 


.(nesitoem . 
tsdwooed 09 2 OES 
SmOH MSEDSHBD siiis-g 


«Oat elsenae oc 


. to sasranod fanotJen togsole 


129 


Good, Carter V., Barr, A. S., and Scates, Douglas E. The 
Methodology of Educational Research. New York: Appleton- 
Century-Crofts, Inc., 1941. 


Grebner, Lee G. "Activities of Parent-Teacher Associations 
In Illinois Designed to Aid Local Schools." 
Dissertation Abstracts, Vol. XVI, Part 1 (1956). 


Grebner, Lee G. "Activities of Parent-Teacher Associations 
in Illinois Designed to Aid Local Schools." Unpublished 
Doctor's Thesis, University of Illinois, 1955. (35mm. 
filmstrip, University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Michigan). 


Handbook (1946, 1956, and 1960 editions). Toronto: Canadian 
Home and School and Parent-Teacher Federation, Inc. 


Handbook--1961 Supplement. Calgary: Alberta Federation of 
Home and School Association. 


Hymes, James L. Effective Home-School Relations. New York: 
Prentice-Hall iInc., 1953. 


Krietlow, Burton W. "All We Want are the Facts." Phi Delta 
Kappan, XXXVI: 37-39, October 1954. 


Lampard, Dorothy. "Home and School in Education." Canadian 
Education Today (edited by Joseph Katz). Toronto: 
McGraw-Hill Company of Canada Ltd., 1956. 


MacGavran, James H. "Don't Believe What They Say About 
Grandma." The Saturday Evening Post, September 22, 1951. 


National Congress of Parents and Teachers, The Parent-Teacher 
Organization, Its Origin and Development. Chicago: The 
National Congress of Parents and Teachers, 1944. 


National Congress of Parents and Teachers, The Parent-Teacher 
Organization, Its Origin and Development. Chicago: The 
National Congress Of Peron and Teachers, 1949, cited by 
Grebner, Lee G. (35 mm. filmstrip, University Microfilms, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan). 


National Congress of Parents and Teachers, Parent-Teacher 
Manual. Chicago: National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, 1952, cited by Grebner, Lee G. (35mm. film- 
strip, University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Michigan). 


. bodete > aie Ticades £890] Osh 


esr 


act .& eslguod cere 
-sotelqgn <aixoY wou. 


“¥ 


groltabooaan raioset= Jannat to soit 
' afLoodo& Ieso0ld BLA od 
 (8@0£) 2 dust EVE Lov 


anokisioog ery to 


metbeaasS :o¢aor0T ‘Teockaaes oder bas . 
s St ‘ cokisvebat nopssT-tne1e% bei 


* 


lo noléstebed sirodlA 1 yaBRL£60. « ema 
. .totysioco ; 
; <thtall 
piToY we enoki ples St SERIO 
. «* 


-stied ttf ".evost oft o1e togW oW LEA") .W 
#8CL tedotsO ETE 2 VION 


aislberteD ".cotésoub# at Loorio® bas omok 
rounoxot .(stex Pons yd hen the 
-0@@L . bt sbansd to y 


iuodA yee vont tsdW svetied ¢'a00" 
-12QL .SS sedwedge® seed gatnova 


eciose'l~3 edt ererionolt bas adnetst to 
. PHOL Por a.) > BE 


vorerioge? bas adder | 


a hottie a: Les TD 1S 


,amllTor9£M vi Lasevt, i j 


te ae 


Ts auce) 0.8 = & ea eee = 


(asstcdolM 


130 


Ojemann, R. H., and Bristow, W. H. "Parent-Teacher 
Relationships," Encyclopedia of Educational Research. 
Edited by Walter S. Monroe. New York: The Macmillan 
Co., 1950, cited by Grebner, Lee G. (35 mm. filmstrip, 
University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Michigan). 


Osborne, Earnest. The Parent-Teacher Partnership. New York: 
Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, Columbia 
University, 1959. 


Pell, William (Mrs.). "A Year of Worthwhile Programs." 
Home and School News. Kentville, Nova Scotia: The 
Nova Scotia Federation of Home and School Associations, 
September-October, 1956. 


Province of Alberta. Report of the Royal Commission on 
Education. Edmonton: Queen's Printer, 1959. 


Rummel, J. Francis. An Introduction to Research Procedure 
in Education. New York: Harper and Brothers, 195 


Schloss, Mary. "The PTA--A Bridge Between Home and School." 
The National Elementary Principal, Thirty-sixth Yearbook 
of the National Elementary Principal, September 1957. 
Washington: Department of Elementary School Principals 
of the National Education Association. 


Selltiz, Claire, and others. Research Methods in Social 
Relations (revised edition). New York: Henry Holt and 
Company Inc., 1959 

Stout, Irving W., and Langdon, Grace. Parent-Teacher 
Relationships. Washington: Department of Classroom 
Teachers, Educational Research Association, National 
Educational Association, 1958. 


Sykes, G. M., "The PTA and Parent-Teacher Conflict." Harvard 
Educational Review, XXIII, Spring 1953. 


The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current English, Fourth 
Edition. Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1951. 


The Edmonton Journal, April 25-27, 1963. 
The Edmonton Journal, January 1960, June 1961. 


Whitelaw, John B. The School and its Community. Baltimore: 
John Hopkins press, 1951. 


EL 
ip eaeie et 


“Ter att si 
~qivdant ht cm 1 @e) 0 eel ere 
. (neg iriotM Bar a 


sxI0Y welt ‘a eetie tad | eI ot 
aidan L 6939; 
“ees e@herevbay 


" SeBtpQO TT © Lkstweterow to tseY A” e —_ manLaW Lod 
ot? se2idvoo8 svouw .sllivined .eve £ i 
.stottearooesa Loorls& brie sor To nagar 


mo eee mae q 
sTyhsoTF dergeeek ot of ligne ay, ston, -Slonstt ‘b ‘-fieatee 
oe -eTonvote | bas ts 


nogeaenhe ar xn 

" foorio® bas gaok noswied parte gl pia est” {doe 
Noodisey rivxte-yiuto? .Leatom ¥Te Scome 

pe tTedme3qeo . Leake 


otf rhe ¢WlOd 


he 
wey a ae 3 


ai 


Is 90° Of eigcdto bas 
brig oar wae UMTS tothe beetven) 


= AR pas tt gs eeW aatwal tuote 


106 bot iam 
Lanokeen wioZSB200008 a 


bxsvask ".soLltuod sedoset-taers¢ ATT od?" CoM, 


{: ty $c xD: i 
—— a { .ses 7% ro 
wEORL TOR SEO 

_f80t ont <08@L 


rosoaivieM .yStuwwaes 382 bua L 


131 


Williams, Paul P. "Techniques for Studying Certain School- 
Community Relationships." Review of Educational Research, 
Vol. XXV, No. 4, October 1955. 


Worth, Walter E. "Analysis of the Editorial Treatment of 
Education in the Alberta Press." Unpublished Masters 
Thesis, The University of Alberta, 1952. 


Yeager, W. A. School and Community Relations. New York: 
The Dryden Press, 1951. 


: 
) 


ver 


-Loodst, abadia) snbybode 
1958280 Lene tiagubl to eke 


fer 1 o a3 € eee 

to tademtses? Eettod hha ott? ep Soe aire a 
etecseam bedetidugnat .",aeetd séaedLa& scit 8 a 
sS@eLk sdzed.A to WikereviaD ot «ae 


ag 

:it0¥ wo .enotisloft yoknummed @ Lone Pe | tegseY 
-ieer eee moby iT 
RE RSE mebead ott 


APPENDIX A 


A STANDARD FOR ASSOCIATIONS 


ee 


A XTOMETIA 
- i oe 
CMOLTAIOORSA HOW GAAGMATE A 
j % - - ‘ 4 : n 
ay! 
ia 


¥ 


133 
APPENDIX A 


A STANDARD FOR ASSOCIATIONS 


(Taken from the 1946 Handbook, p. 68) 


MEMBERSHIP. Dues from at least fifty per cent of the 
homes represented by the children in the school and at 
least fifty per cent of the teachers. 


ATTENDANCE. A monthly average attendance of adults at 
the meetings equal to at least forty per cent of the 
membership. 


COMMITTEES. Standing committees to include these six: 
membership, publicity, programme, hospitality, finance 
and publications for associations of more than thirty 
members; for associations of less than thirty members, 
programme and at least two other committees. 


MEETINGS. The number to equal the number of months the 
school is in session. 


DUES. Provincial and National dues for each enrolled 
member sent by the local treasurer to the provincial 
treasurer or through the council treasurer in accor- 
dance with provincial by-laws. 


PROGRAMME. Outline of year's programme planned in 
advance as far as possible based on general objective 
relating to home, school, or community--child welfare 
needs, public welfare, etc. 


(a) PUBLIC WELFARE 


Citizenship, drama and pageantry, juvenile protection, 
legislation, library extension, motion pictures, 
recreation, safety. 


(b) EDUCATION 


Art, exceptional child, humane education, illiteracy, 
international relations, kindergarten music, physical 
education, school education. 


(c) HOME SERVICE 


Character education, home education, home-making, thrift. 
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(d) HEALTH 


Child hygiene, mental hygiene, social hygiene, pre- 
school round-up. 


PUBLICITY. State the publicity plans of local assoc- 
iations and the news furnished to local and provincial 
papers. 


FOUNDERS DAY. A Founders Day programme, preferably in 
February, and a gift sent to the provincial treasurer 
for provincial and national extension work. 


PUBLICATIONS. Use of provincial publications in the 
regular work of the association. Subscriptions to the 
provincial magazine should equal ten per cent in member- 
ship. 


PARTISANSHIP. Freedom from political and sectarian 
partisanship and from promoting commercial enterprises. 


RULES OF ORDER. By-laws approved by the provincial 
federation. Parliamentary procedure to be observed in 
conducting the association. 


STUDY GROUPS. At least one study group devoted to 
parent education or the study of child life. 


-s%q ,ometyyed Latooa otetyyd Cetnom , notgyd 
ae i. T. oad 
hal 
-908es Lsool to eaelq yvhotidug edie evsse ey x3 
leltomnivozw bas Lasol o7 bedeinrwot swen edd bas TOL 


ae * Bere 
i a, cae ty? 
7” a 7, = 


al yidsieisesq ,smmetgoud. ved ero bruot A MUO % 
xs tvesetd fatontvenq edd oF tnsee Siig se Bae Te aes cl 
«4t0W nohensdxe isnolssa bas {stontvond co 

' ae ; 

odd mt we soaeeare 1 S cabeaeveii 10 sal .eMOT 
Ssiv od anolvgkiosedvG .aolishoogas edd to Wtow 
7eduem at echin 19q met Laups bLuote sats 85 sii ‘Teton 


neivstoee bas Dsotsvifog woniii mobesrt a | EMA THAY 

-gsetaqtedns [stovemmos gutvomowp mort bas | 18) erica BI 
nS} ~~ 

l[sftonivoxrg sdt vd orgs awsl- va AS aet eT 


ni bevisado ed ot s% mbeoor pardon oa 


Ou atte +: quota “wbuse eno degel 34 
£I biido- to ybute ot bo 8) “ona 


< 


APPENDIX B 


OBJECTS AND POLICIES APPLICABLE TO ALL LOCAL UNITS 


& XEGMEIGA 


ier: te eee 


» 


2TIMU JA0OI LIA. OT XIAO LIITA e@ALOLIOF, TMA BTOStao 


me 

4 meee «2 
a9 oF a 
= =, 


ia 


136 
APPENDIX B 


OBJECTS AND POLICIES APPLICABLE TO ALL LOCAL UNITS 


(Taken from the 1960 Handbook, pp. 4-5) 


OBJECTS: 


1. 


To promote the welfare of children and youth. 


2. To raise the standards of home life. 

3. To promote and secure adequate legislation for the 
care and protection of children and youth. 

4, To foster co-operation between parents and teachers in 
the training and guidance of children and youth, both 
during and after the school period. 

5. To obtain the best for each child according to his 
physical, mental, social and spiritual needs. 

6. To give parents an understanding of the school and its 
work, and to assist in interpreting the school in all 
its aspects to the public. 

7. To confer and co-operate with organizations other than 
schools which concern themselves with the care, pro- 
tection and training of children and youth in the home, 
school and community; and with the education of adult's 
to meet these responsibilities. 

8. To foster high ideals of citizenship and patriotism; 
and to promote, through educational means, international 
goodwill and peace. 

POLICIES : 

1. The Policies and programme shall be educational. 

2, The Federation and its member groups shall be non- 


commercial; non-partisan; non-sectarian; and non-racial. 
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APPENDIX C 


GREBNER'S CONCLUSIONS 


(Taken from Dissertation Abstracts 16, 


Part 1, 1956, pp. 272-73) 


(1) The membership should be expanded. More men are 
needed in the organization; fathers as well as 
mothers are concerned with the education and welfare 
of their children. All, or nearly all, families with 
children in school should be represented in PTA mem- 
bership. A true cross-section of the community should 
be represented; PTA work should have no special appeal 
to, or discrimination against, a particular group. 
Most basic in expanding the membership is the necessity 
for a program of activities consistent with PTA objec- 
tives. 


(2) Wider participation by members should be obtained. The 
PTA program is effective to the extent that the interest 
and abilities of all its members are utilized in carry- 
ing out its activities. Opportunities for member par- 
ticipation are many: standing committees, special 
committees, study groups, discussion meetings, and 
special projects. Members voice the criticism that a 
few have all the work to do. If the work involves, not 
irrelevant tasks, but the improvement of education and 
welfare of the children, it is doubtful that parents 
and teachers would remain indifferent. 


(3) More time should be spent on activities consistent with 
PTA purposes, and less time should be spent on activi- 
ties unrelated to PTA objectives. The PTA is not a 
money-making organization. It is not a social group, 
nor are meetings held for the serving of refreshments. 
PTA meetings are not largely business meetings. The 
PTA is not an organization dedicated to the purchasing 
of school equipment. All of these activities should 
be examined in terms of their contributions to the 
objects and policies of the PTA. If the PTA is an 
educational organization, it should spend its time and 
effort on educational activities. Extraneous pursuits 
should be relegated to their appropriate places in the 


over-all PTA program. 
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The PTA should be more aggressive in undertaking a 
wider variety of activities. Perhaps the reason for 
the apparent lack of aggressiveness is the high degree 
of uncertainty and disagreement in the minds of its 
members concerning what the PTA should or should not 
do. Clarification and consensus at the local level 
must be reacned through group discussions by parents 
and teachers. PTA objectives should be analyzed and 
activities agreed upon which are consistent with 

those objectives. 
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APPENDIX D 


THE NUMBER OF PUPILS AND TEACHERS IN THE 
SCHOOL DIVISIONS AND COUNTIES THAT 
WERE WITHIN ALL, OR A PORTION 
OF, THE SURVEY AREA 
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PUPIL AND TEACHER POPULATIONS 


(Taken from the Fifty-Sixth Annual Report of the 


Department of Education--1961, pp. 202-203) 


School Division 
or County 

Camrose 

Clover Bar 

Edson 

Lac Ste. Anne 

Lamont 

Leduc 

stony Plain 

Two Hills 

Vegreville 

Westlock 

Barrhead County 

Beaver County 

Lacombe County 

Ponoka County 

Sturgeon County 

Thorhild County 


Wetaskiwin County 


Totals 


Number of 
Pupils 
2676 
4056 
3634 
2(16 
2339 
3816 
3861 
2057 
2386 
2681 
2307 
2419 
3598 
3378 
2045 
1687 
2164 


Se eeetiiemenentinenm 


48,420 


Number of 


Teachers 


121 
194 
164 
106 
112 
170 
169 

90 
had 
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11931-103 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
November 21, 1961 


Mrs. R. V. McCullough, President 
Alberta Federation of Home and School Associations 
Box 584, Red Deer, Alberta 


Dear Mrs. McCullough: 


During the coming months I plan to work on the topic, 
"aA Survey and Analysis of Local Home and School Activities 
in the Edmonton Area," as partial fulfilment of the 
requirement for the degree of Master of Education at the 
University of Alberta. This project has been developed with 
the approval of Professor M. R. Lupul, Division of Secondary 
Education, School of Graduate Studies. 


As a result of the study, it is hoped that real 
strides toward the following objectives may be achieved: 


1. To discover the nature and extent of local Home 
and School activities in the Edmonton area. 


2. To analyze and interpret these findings and the 
generalizations drawn from them in terms of their 
consistency with the objectives of the Home and 
School. 


3. To attempt to discover the part that the local 
associations play in our educational system. 


4, To provide for the first time in Alberta, a 
comprehensive and useful collection of data con- 
cerning activities at the local level that should 
prove invaluable in the strengthening of the Home 
and School movement. Working with me in a similar 
topic, "A survey and Analysis of Local Home and 
School Activities in the City of Edmonton," is 
Mr. Tom McKindrye of St. Albert, another graduate 
student. By comparing local, rural, and urban 
associations we hope to present a much more 
reliable and comprehensive collection of data for 
the use of Home and School associations. 
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Both Mr. McKendrye and I have devoted much of our 
Spare time over the past three years in the development of 
this project. Our extensive reading, our collection of Home 
and School literature from many sources, and our attendance 
atv many local meetings has convinced us that much research 
is needed. Before we can proceed further, however, we 
request your support and assistance. 


Enclosed is a draft of a questionnaire which we plan 
to send out to all locals in Edmonton and the surrounding 
districts up to a radius of 90 miles by automobile. The 
90-mile limit was imposed because it may be necessary for me 
to interview some of the local executive members in the 
outlying areas. Since I teach during the day it was felt 
that I could not travel more than 180 miles after a school 
day. 


I should feel honored indeed if you would consent to 
look over the questionnaire and indicate your impressions in 
the margins or on a separate sheet of paper. With your 
approval we plan to send this questionnaire out to all local 
secretaries during the first week in December. We under- 
stand that the regional directors will supply us with the 
mailing addresses for the various locals. 


We would be further honored if you would consent to 
an interview during the Christmas holidays. We are aware of 
your many years of devoted service to the Home and School 
movement and feel that your contributions would be most 
valuable. You may, if you wish, select the time and place. 


Let me take this opportunity of expressing my deep 
appreciation for the help that you can give me in this 
study. 


Sincerely, 


John R. Wright 
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THE ALBERTA FEDERATION OF HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONS INC. 


Box 584, Red Deer, Alta., 
January 10, 1962. 


Dear Regional Director: 


Mr. John R. Wright of Edmonton is undertaking as part 
of the requirement for the degree of Master of Education, 
work on the topic "A Survey and Analysis of local Home and 
School activities in the Edmonton Area". Mr. Wright intends 
to study associations within a 90 mile radius of Edmonton. 
At the same time, Mr. Tom McKendry of St. Albert is making 
a Similar study on Home and School activities in the City 
of Edmonton. 


The special committee on Evaluation set up by our 
Federation Board has met with these gentlemen, and they 
feel that these projects will not interfere with our own 
evaluation, and may be very helpful to us. 


Accordingly, I am asking you to assist Mr. Wright 
and Mr. McKendry in every reasonable way. They will no 
doubt be contacting you shortly. 


Yours sincerely, 


Mrs. R. V. McCullough, 
President. 
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11931-103rd Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 
February 13th, 1962. 


Dear Sir/Madam: 


As part of my work towards the obtaining of a Master 
of Education degree I am planning to prepare a thesis on 
Home and School Association activities. In this thesis I 
plan to analyze the activities of local Home and School 
associations in an attempt to assess their probable con- 
tribution to the education of school-age children. In order 
to base my study on adequate data I must first compile a 
complete list of the activities and areas of interest of the 
local associations for the period from September, 1960 to 
June, 1961. 


Would you please assist me by completing the enclosed 
questionnaire and returning it to me in the enclosed envelope 
at your earliest convenience? My study would also be greatly 
facilitated if you would permit me to look over your minute 
books, or whatever records you may have, covering your assoc- 
iation's activities since September of 1960. If this should 
be possible, please answer "yes" in the appropiate place in 
the questionnaire. I shall contact you later to find out 
when I may have access to these records. Any records I may 
be permitted to use will be treated with the utmost care and 
will be returned promptly at any time you may specify. 


I shall be extremely grateful for your cooperation. 
Not only will you be assisting me but, I believe, the 
findings of this study should be of value to the Home and 
School organization in assessing its effectiveness. 
Furthermore, the Alberta Federation's special committee on 
evaluation have expressed the feeling that it should be of 
assistance to them. Mrs. McCullough has written to the 
Regional Director asking for his cooperation. 


Thanking you anticipatorily, 


Yours sincerely, 


J. R. Wright. 
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11931-103 Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta 
March 22, 1962. 


Dear Executive Members: 


You may recall that a questionnaire seeking important 
information concerning the activities of the Home and School 
was sent to the mailing address of your local association 
about a month ago. The purpose of this questionnaire is to 
analyze the activities of local Home and School associations 
in an attempt to assess their probable contribution to the 
education of school children. 


In order to prepare a comprehensive and valid report on 
the many and varied activities of local Home and School 
Associations it is highly desirable for all questionnaires 
to be returned if at all possible. Should your questionnaire 
be only partially completed because certain information is 
not known or readily available please return it anyway after 
completing as many items as possible. 


If you have already returned your questionnaire please 
disregard this letter. The findings of this study will be 
made available to all associations that participated in the 
survey sometime next fall. 

Many thanks for your attention to this matter. 


Yours sincerely, 


John R. Wright 
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A SURVEY AND ANALYSIS OF THE ACTIVITIES 
OF EDMONTON'S HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONS 


QUESTIONNAIRE 


Directions: This questionnaire should be completed preferably 


by last year's Recording Secretary or President. 
If this is not possible someone who was active on 
last year's executive, or a group, may complete 
it. Please be as accurate as possible in answer- 
ing each question. If precise information is not 
available for any question, answer to the best of 
your ability. The questions all refer to the 
period from September 1960 to June, 1961. 

What is the name of your local association? 

With what type of school organization is your group 

associated? (elementary, junior high, elementary and 

junior high, senior high) 

How many general and executive meetings were held during 

the period from September, 1960 to June, 1961? 
General Executive 

What was the average length of your meetings? 

How many of your paid-up members were (1) men? 

(2) women? (3) teachers? 

What was the approximate average attendance during this 

period (1) of men?____ (2) of women? __ 


(3) of teachers? 
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How many teachers were employed during this period in 
the school represented by your association? 

Il 
Were any study groups(groups set up for intensive study 
of topics or problems) in operation within your 
association during 1960-61? Answer yes or no. 
Indicate the topics studied by these groups and the 
number of meetings held on each topic. 


Topics No. of meetings 


Were the finding of these study groups usually reported 
(1) to your membership? __—s« (2) «to your executive? 

Lit 
Did the principal of the local school attend your general 
and executive meetings regularly (more than half)? Answer 
yes or no. General meetings. _—‘- Executive meetings 
How many teachers from the local school served in(1) the 
executive committee? _— (2) other committee? 
(3) study groups? ____ 


How many non-teacher members served in (1) the executive 


committee? (2) other committees? (3) study groups? 
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Were the teaching staff and principal introduced to the 


membership before your third meeting was held? Answer 


yes or no. 


How many of your general meetings were devoted mainly 


or entirely to social activities such as games or 


parties? 


Were refreshments served at the conclusion of all or 


most of your general meetings? Answer yes or no. 


V 


Were your activities planned: 


(1) 


(2) 
(3) 


for the entire year before the second general 


meeting took place? fu 
each month as they became due? ( ) 
otherwise? (please explain) ( ) 


Check ( ) the appropriate response or responses. 


How did you decide what to include in your program? 


Check ( ) whichever of these methods you used in deciding. 


(1) 
(2) 


(3) 
(4) 


Was 


by first making a study of your community's 
education needs a 


by considering suggestions obtained from Home and 
School officials, bulletins or literature 


by considering suggestions from your members b4) 
other methods. (please specify) (3 
the teaching staff or the principal of the local school 


represented on your program planning committee? 


Answer yes or no. roe ee 
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VI 
At how many regional or council meetings was your 
association represented between September, 1960 and June, 
1961? 
Was your association represented at (1) the Annual 
Convention? (2) the Banff Workshop? 
Was it your policy to have your delegates report to your 
(1) executive committee? (2) general meetings? 
Answer yes or no. 
When letters or circulars containing instructions, 
Suggestions or requests from the provincial and city-wide 
levels of the Association were received, did your 
executive attempt to comply with them? 
(a) approximately what percentage of the above were read 


to or by your executive committee? Please check ( ) 


(1) 80% to 100% ( ) 
(2) 50% to 79% ) 
(3) 25% to 49% 49 
(4) 0% to 24% te) 


(b) approximately what percentage of the letters and 


circulars led to some action being taken by your 


association? 
(1) 80% to 100% ( ) 
(2) 50% to 79% ( ) 
(3) 25% to 49% ( ) 


(4) 0% to aha () 
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Were any resolutions submitted by your association to the 
city, provincial, or national levels of the Home and School 
organization during the past year. Answer yea or no, 


If the answer to 5 is yes, please indicate the purpose of 


these resolutions. 


eee nen 


A a ee ee a ee ee eee ee 
(a) How many copies of each issue of Alberta Home and School 


News did your association receive for distribution to your 
members? __—sq(b+) On the average, how many copies of each 
issue were taken home by your members? 

VII 
Has any action been taken by your association in the past 
year for the purpose of changing policies or practices of 
(1) the local school? (2) the school board? —__ 
(3) the Department of Education? ___ Answer yes or no. 
if the answer to any or all parts of the above question is 
yes, please state which policies or practices your 


association was attempting to have changed. 
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What kind(s) of action was (were) taken in attempting to 


influence the organizations mentioned above in question 1? 


Vit 
Was a financial budget for the year's operation prepared 
prior to your third general meeting? Answer yes or no ___ 
How many fund-raising projects were conducted during the 


year. 


How many of these projects were conducted at times other 
than your regular meeting times? 

How much money (including fees) were raised by your 
association during the year? 


How were your funds raised? 


Methods Used Amounts Raised 
(1) 
(2) 
ca) 
Approximately what amount of your total funds were used for: 
Amount 


(1) local Home and School operating expenses 
(2) dues to the parent organization 


(3) purchase of books for the school 
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(4) audio visual equipment = 
(5) sports equipment 
(6) provision of awards and scholarships 


(7) other purposes (please specify) 


IX 
What methods were used by your association for publicity 
purposes? Please check ( ) 
(1) announcements in the local paper if) 
(2) telephone calls to parents ( ) 


(3) delivery of mimeographed announcements by 
children to their parents (9 


(4) other methods (please specify) 


X 
The following are frequently considered to be major problems 
of Home and School Associations. Please write the number one 
(1) after those which you consider to be serious problems for 
your association, write the number (2) after those you consider 
to be less serious, and place the number three (3) after those 


which you do not consider to be problems for your association. 
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(1) small average attendances at general meetings ( 
(2) too few male members ( 
(3) insufficient interest shown by teachers ( 
(4) the principal does not cooperate ( 


(5) unwillingness of suitable persons to accept 
executive positions ( 


(6) reluctance of members to participate in group 
study activities 


(7) disagreements or disputes among members ( 
(8) shortage of funds ( 


(9) uncertainty regarding the value or effect- 
iveness of the activities included in your 


program ( 
(10) programs deal too often with matters of 

little educational value ( 
(11) meetings not started on time ( 
(12) too many complaints made concerning the 

teaching staff ( 
(13) too many complaints made concerning the 

school building and equipment . ( 
(14) other problems (please specify) ( 

XI 


Below are listed a number of program activities and topics. 
Place a one(1) beside each item which was included once in 
your program from September 1960, to June 1961, place a two 


(2) beside each item which was included twice, a three (3) 
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for three times, and so on. Include only these activities or 
topics which were part of your planned program, not those which 


sometimes arise incidentally during a meeting. 


Activities No. of Times 
1. Lectures or talks ( ) 
2. Reports on workshops or conventions a 
3. Introduction of teaching staff 3 
4, Presentation of awards to students ( ) 
5. Whist drives ( ) 
6. Tea Parties (exclude refreshments at general 
meetings.) ( ) 
. Bazaars cA 
. Film presentations ( ) 
9, Selling ‘of vitamin pills ( ) 
10. Tours of classrooms ( ) 
11. Panel discussions or debates ( ) 
12. Displays (for example, children's work, 
equipment, books.) ( 
13. Concerts or plays performed by children ( 
14. Entertainment (music, dancing, games, etc.) 
not provided by children ( ) 
15. Spelling bees: Children ( ) 
16. Spelling bees: Adults ( ) 
17. Listening to recordings ( ) 
18. Demonstration lessons ( ) 
19. Demonstration of school activities by students ( ) 
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20. Parents invited to discuss their problems with 
teachers 
21. Buzz sessions (small discussion groups) 
22. Cake baking contests 
23. Refreshments at meetings 
24. Committee or study group reports 
25. Graduation exercises 
26. Framing resolutions 


Other activities (please specify) 


Topics 
- Alcoholism 


. Education of handicapped or retarded children 
- Education of gifted children 


A 
2 
2 
4, Educational responsibilities of parents 
5. School subjects or curriculum 

6 


. U.N.I.C. E.F. (United Nation's International 
Children's Emergency Fund) 


7. Safety precautions 

8. Report cards 

9. School testing procedures 
10. Individual differences among children 


11. Problems concerning teachers 
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33. 
34. 


Local school administrative policies 


Health of the child (for example, nutrition, 
fluoridation) 


Child psychology (general behaviour of children) 
Problem children 

Child discipline 

Setting objectives for the local association 
School libraries 

Suggestions for future programs 


Responsibilities of the community concerning 
children 


Problems of high school students 
Parent's or children reading at home 
Television: its use and effects 

Wild life of Alberta 

The purpose of education 

Travel talks and/or films 
Rehabilitation of criminals 
Homework 

The Cameron Report 

Community league activities or problems 
Children's leisure-time activities 
Parent's leisure-time activities 
Vocations and careers 


School Board Activities 
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35. 
36. 
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So. 
39. 
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41. 
42, 


43. 
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The Alberta Teacher's Association 


Comparisons of educational systems of 
different countries 


Streaming systems 

United Nations 

Educational rights and responsibilities 
The Continuous Progress Plan 

School facilities and equipment 


Purpose and activities of the Home and School 
Association 


Activities of the Y.M.C.A. 

Work of the Better Business Bureau 
Pedal Pusher's Club 

Clothing requirements at school 
Junior and the family car 

Respect for authority 

Credit Unions 

Future plans for Edmonton schools 
Camping 

Community recreational facilities 
Preschool children 

Parent education 

Educational needs of the community 
Extracurricular activities 


Religious education 
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58. Problems concerning school dress ( ) 


59. Attempting to influence the School Board or 
Teaching staff concerning: 


(1) curriculum and instruction 
(2) extracurricular activities 


(3) administration and finance 


ee 


(4) buildings and equipment 


60. Other topics (please specify) 


XII 
For the reasons given in the accompanying letter, would it be 
possible for me to look through the records of your 
association's activities during 1960-61? 
Answer yes or no. 

XIII 
1. If this questionnaire has been completed by one person 

please indicate his or her position (in the Association) 


during the period from September 1960 to June 1961. 


2. if this questionnaire has been completed by a group, 


please indicate how many persons were in the group. 
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